LORDS of the CouurrrRE of Councir, 


APPOINTED FOR THE 


CONSIDERATION OP ALL MATTERS + 


RELATING TO 


THz 


TWO QUESTIONS 


Referred to them by His Majzsry's Order in Council, 


* 


of the 14th of January laſt, viz. 


I, Upon the PRO RIZTY of reducing the Duties payable in 
Great-Britain on the Importation of Goods, the Growth 
and Manufacture of Ireland, to the ſame Rate as the Duties 
payable. in Ireland on the Importation of the like Goods, 
the Growth and Manufacture of Great-Britain. 


1H What Rex ERENCES are now given to the Importation of 
any Article, the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of Ire- 
land, by any Duty or Prohibition on the Importation, Uſe, 
or Sale of the liks Articles from Foreign Parts ; and how 
far it may be the Intereſt of Great-Britain in future to 

continue or alter the ſame. | 3 
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At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the 
iiſt Day of March, t785. 


By the Right honourable the Lords of the Committee 
of Council, appointed for the Conſideration of all 
mattrs relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations. 


OUR Majeſty having been pleaſed, by your order 
in Council, of the 14th of January laſt, to ſignify 
your Royal Pleaſure to this Committee, that they ſhould 
conſider and report upon the propriety of reducing the 
duties payable in Great Britain on the importation of 
goods, the growth and manufacture of Ireland, to the 
ſame rateſas the duties payable in Ireland on the impor- 
tation of the like goods, the growth and manufacture of 
Great Britain; and chatthey ſhould alſo conſider and report 
what preferences are now given to the importation of 
any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on the importation, 
uſe or ſale of the like articles from foreign parts; and 
how far it may be the intereſt of Great Britain in future 
to continue or alter the ſame. . 

The Committee have taken this extenſive ſubject un- 
der their conſideration; and they firſt called for the ac- 
counts neceſſary for their information, that they might 
ſee in what articles of growth and manufacture the trade 
between the two kingdoms was carried on, and to what 
amount in each reſpective article. Upon examining 
the accounts of exports and imports, as ſtated by the 
Proper officers of the cuſtoms in each kingdom, they 
found the moſt material difference, not only in the total 
valuations by which the real balance of the trade be- 
tween the two countries could alone be aſcertained; but 
alſo very great differences in the quantities of the ſe- 
veral ſpecific articles, ſtated as imported from Ireland 
into Great Britain. It is true, that Great Britain and 
Ireland make up their annual accounts to different 
periods in each year; viz. Great Britain to the 5th of 
January in each year, and Ireland to the 25th of March; 
but this circumſtance is not ſufficient, in the judgement 
of the Committee, to reconcile the very great difference, 
as well in the totals of each year, as in the quantities of 
ſome of the articles ſtated in the accounts. If the com- 
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mittee are to rely on the accounts ſtated in Ireland, the 
balance of trade between Great Britain and Ireland is 
much againſt Great Britain: — If, on the contrary, they 
are to rely on the accounts of the Britiſh Cuſtom Houſe, 


the balance of trade between the two kingdoms is great- 
ly againſt Ireland; — and yet it is ſingular, that in the 


moſt capital articles of Iriſh export, it appears, by the 
Britiſh accounts, that more has been imported from 
Ireland into England, than appears by the Iriſh accounts 
to have been exported from thence to Great Britain. — 
Thus, in the period 25th March 1782, to 25th March 1783, 


it is ſtated by the Iriſh accounts, that 114,029Cwr. 2qrs. . 


14bl. of butter only were exported from thence to Great 
Britain; and by the accounts of the Engliſh Cuſtoms it 
apappears, that from the 5th offJanuary 1782, to the 5th 


of January 1783, 145,612cwt. 71b. were imported from 


Ireland into England only. It alfo appears by the En- 
.gliſh accounts, that in the ſame period, 45,995 barrels 
of pork, and 41,044cwt. 24lb. of tallow were imported 
into England; and by the Iriſh accounts 44,408 barrels 
of pork, and 31,667cwt. 211b. of tallow only, were 
exported from Ireland into Great Britain. ERS 

The quantity of linen imported into England in the 
above period appears, by the Engliſh accounts, to be 


near 1, ooo, ooo of yards more than the quantity ſaid to 


be exported from Ireland into Great Britain, between the 


25th of March 1782, and 25th of March 1783. —And, 


excluſive of the articles above mentioned, many others 


are totally omitted in the Iriſh accounts of exports to 


Great Britain, or appear to be much leſs in quantity 
than the imports into England; ſo that if the Com- 
mittee are to rely on the truth of the Engliſh accounts, 
with reſpect to the import of the foregoing articles, the 
general balance of the trade between Great Britain and 
Ireland, would be much greater againſt Great Britain, 


than it is ſtated to be in the Iriſh accounts; though, as 


before mentioned, upon the total of the Britiſh account, 
the balance appears to be conſiderably againſt Ireland. — 


It is true, that the Committee have not yet been able to 


procure complete accounts of the trade between Ire- 
land and Scotland; but it is not probable that any thing 
would appear from thoſe accounts, ſufficient to reconcile 
the great contradictions before mentioned. 
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It is further true, that many articles of import and 
export, in the accounts of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
are all differently rated: Thus in England, linen, which 
is by far the capital article imported from Ireland, is rated 
at from 7d. to gd. per yard; in Scotland, at from 8d. to 
38. 6d. per yard; and in Ireland, the whole is rated 1s. 
4d. which makes a difference between the Enghth and 
Iriſh accounts of near 50 per cent. againſt Ireland ; and 
in the Scotch accounts, a difference of near as much in 
favour of Ireland. | 

The article of butter, 1s alſo rated near 3o per cent. 
lower in England than in Ireland; being at 40s. per cwt. 
in the latter, and only 278. 6d. in the former.—Hideg 
tanned, are rated at 37s. 9d. in the Iriſh accounts; and 
untanned at 26s. 9d. And in the Engliſh accounts, the 
firſt are only rated at from 8s. to 10s. and the laſt ar 
from 6s. to 9s. | 

The article of worſted, or bay yarn, is rated in Ireland 
at 308. per ſtone, and in England at 7s. 3d. only; and 


linen yarn, which is rated by the Iriſh accounts at 61, per 
cwit. is by thoſe in England rated at only from 41. gs. to 


51. 128. if a full inveſtigation of th's part of the ſybje& 
was likely to reconcile the ſeveral accounts, the time al- 
lowed the Committee is not ſufficient for that puppoſe ; 


but this labour would be uſeleſs, for it appears, by what 


has been before ſtated, that the quantities of ſevefal ca- 
pital articles exported from Ireland, and imported into 
England, during a period nearly fimilar, are in the two 
accounts widely different. {EN 
Under theſe difficulties, and for want of ſufficient time, 
the Committee find themſelves obliged to leave this ſub- 


| Jet. But that your Majeſty may be informed of the ar- 


ticles that principally conſtitute the trade between the 
two kingdoms; they will here inſert the Iriſh account 
of there imports and exports, from and to Great Britain 
for five years, ending the 25th March 1784; by which 
your Majeſty will ſee, not only the articles in which the 
commerce between the two kingdoms conſiſts, but the 
quantities and value, and the duties now payable there- 
on, as ſtated by your Majeſty's officers of the Cuſtoms 
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5 ACCOUNT of the DUTIES CENT on 


Goods, of the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture 
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and beſides . — —| 
Exciſe on Ale e 5 
Apples — 


Arms, prohibited Fido Li- $ 


. cence. $4 
Aſhes, Wits *c; 


Pot and Pear! 1 
W Wood, or Sope Aſhes 


* 


"OA. i Free. - 

12 eco. 1II. \ 
Cap. 5 

24 Ge 2 8 will allow the Im- 

Sap. 59, portation 

Beef — Free. 


Beer — 


13 


and beſides - 8 * 


Exciſe on Beer im ported 
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Books, bound 


* »unbound-!;! — — 


Books, firſt compoſed and 
rinted here, and re-print- 
ed in Ireland, are e prolile. 


| md. 1 
Bottles, of Glaſs B 


Braſs Shruff — 1 
Bricks — — — | 


Batk, when the price 71 
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PDENOMINATION. D U 
7 : — — — 
= 1 1 th 4. 
Ale — — — — 11 — the Ton 
Cuſtoms. 


— pr Ct on 3 
3 the Barrel of 32 Gall 


2 3203 8 the Buſhel 

2 25, the Cwt 
— 623 the Owt 
5 1 2 the Cut 


17 
19 


— the Ton 


— pe Ct on ue 
3 the Barrel of 32 Galt 
1 - the Dozen 
3 110 Owt. 


9 ES, the CW t 


4s the Doren 
2 7 the Cwt 
I 28 ; the Thouſand 
Bullion 
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DENOMINATTION, D U T. f 
„„ „„ 
Bullion — — Free, 
Bullocks and Cows — Free. 
Butter | — Free. 
Candles, of 17S” • {ew x hack 644 3 the Cut 
muſt be imported in 
Packages qt 224 lb. 
Nett. | 
Candles, of Wax, white or yellow — 1 7 5 the Pound 
green — — 1 5 25 the Pound 
muſt be imported in bs | | 
Packages qt 224 oh | 
Nett. FF | 
Candlewick — 27 10.—- pr Ct on Value 
Cotton Yarn i is Duty-free. | 
Cards, viz, Wool Cards — | — 2 22 the Doz. Pair 
8 — 227 10 — pr Ct on Value 
Cheeſe | 
Chocolate — | prohibited. 55 | 
Chaiſes — —| 97 10 — . pr Ct on Value 
Chariots — — 27 10. _ De 
Coaches — — 1 27 10 — +0 
Coals — — 27 10 — Re: 
and befides — — — 5 6 the Ton 
and more, if imported into | 
London — — — 3 322 the Ton 
Copper, in Plates or Bricks — ] — 10 5 2 the Cwt 
Copper Ore, — —| — — 84 the Cwt 
Cordage — —— 8 5 the Cwt 
Corn, viz. 
when the Price will allow 
the Importation 
Barley — — — — 225 the Quarter 
Bere, or „ — — — 22 Do 
Beans | — 2 — 3 RA Do 
Oats — — — — 2 256 Do 
Peaſe . c 25 Do 
— or a eds 
Wheat — . 628 Do 
Wheat Flour — —[— — 24 the Cyr. 
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Drapery, 


DENOMINATION. 


Ali "AER of Woollen 


Cloth — — 
— 5 6 the Yard 


Stuffs of all Sorts, made of, 


or mixed with Wool — 


Dying Stuffs, viz. 


— 


— — 
Copperas — Free | 
Orchal — Free 
' Earthen Ware — —| 
Fans, of Paper — — 
Feathers for Beads — — 
Fiſh, viz, | 5 
Freſh NES Free 
Flannel! — Tons 


Flax, undreſt — Free 


Fuſtians, if not particularly rated 
| 46 15 — per Ct on value 


Glaſs Ware . 
and beſides, for ry pound 


Wei __ . pe 
Gloves, prohibited. 


Grocery 
Refined Sugar — 


19 Geo. III 
Cap. 48. 


any degree manu- 
factured, are 


hibited, unleſs ma- 
nufactured in, and 
imported from, the 


place of their 


gr 'owth or Produce. | 


Haberdaſhery, viz. 


But Goods, of the 
Growth or Produe-| 
tion of Aſia, Afri-| 
ca, or America, inf 


1 


Gold and Silver | i 
Lace prohibited] 
Laces — 
Needles — 
Pinss — — 
Thimbles — 3 
Gold and Silver Thread pro- 


17 435 the Yard 


ay 


128 the Ct 


— 7 


41 16 — ere, on Value 


— the Yard | 


3 


27 10 — per Sten value 


4 18 728 the Cwt 


— 13 22 the Dozn Thou- 
— 11 — Do [ſand 
PI 13 2 10 Do 


Ireland; and taken 
by the Crews of 


ſuch Ships. 
Ox Guts P 


DENOMINATION. | DU TF TJ. 
. — — — — 
e 7 4 4 2. i 
Hats, of Becker Wok or Hair | 2 6 2 20 each 
Hides, raw and undreſt, E 
except pai. 2 Free . 
or Gelding Ott 7 
Hogs — Free 
7 Lard — ' Free DG 
Hops * 3 ˖ 1 v3 
Horne, of Ox or Cow — = 2 10 the 100 
Horn Tips — — —— 62863 Do 
Tron, unwrought — — I 1 10 923 the Ton 
Iron Wares manufactured, not l 
particularly rated — 14 318 the Ce 
Ivory, wrought, * : 
Kelp — — — 16 6 the Ton 
ace, — + JPN | 
ES Gold and Silver. protibired ; 23 
„ Thread - bone Lace —— 1 — 45 7% the Boi. vi "Ht 
Lead, viz. | | 
——| 27 10 — pr Cent on Value 
27 10 - r ee en Value 
— — 4 7 26 the Civt 7 
— —- 17 7 tte Fon 
— 7 10 — P. — on Vilue 8 
bs Iriſh Len, plain, | 4 5 
: with Certificate | Free | | ' 
== Linſced — Free 
F _ Millenery, of Silk, prohibited | | 
Mill Stones — — 2 4 — each | 
 Oakith Mes! — — 2 = tho Cwt 
= Ol, viz. | | | 
: Linſeed Oil — 24 4 = per Ton 
Train Oil, imported | 1 | 
in Ships belonging | 
to Great Britain or F 
ree 


27 5 = per Ct on Value 
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Clover Seed — 
Garden Seed a 
Silk Manufactures, and Ribbands 
prohibited 
Skins, vizt. 5 
Calf, undreſt Free 


(10 ) 


Pictures, above 4 Feet Square | 
above 2, and under 4 


Feet Do 
under 2 Feet n 
Perk — Free 
| Rabbits Fw Fur r | — 
Ra akes, or Cakes | 5 
5 of Rape Seed | Free 


Ro_ Seed, when the Price is at 
Geo. III. hor abore £12 10 the 


Goat Skins, Dit. Dit. 
Kid Skins, Dit- 
Lamb Skins, Dit. 


— — — 5 — —— 
DENOMINATION. . 
— 0 1 8 8 5 
Painters Colours — — +. — 13 the pound 
Paſte Boards —ʒ— —— 2 31 %% the Thouſand 
and beſides — — 9/194 : the Cw: 


— 1 
Sope, ar — — 
Soft — — 
muſt be imported i in Pack- | 
| ages of 224 2 Nett. 
Starch — 
muſt be imported i in Pack- 
: ages of 224 lbs. Nett. 
Stockings, viz. 
ottonn— — 
and beſides — 
Silk, 


Silk and Worſted prohibit, 
Silk and Cotton 
Thread — cs 


Woollen — 
Worſ telt. 


#77 Di. 


— 1 1 + the Laft 


3 11 6 each 
1 3 10 Dito 


—— 


x 26 the Pound 


* * 


9 the CwWt 
1284 the Pound 


the 100 


— 19 3 

— 2 9 the 120 

— — 3 0 the Doz. 
2 4 — the Cwt 


1 17 429: A 4 
ee 44 Mt. 


— 9 713 the Doz. Pair 
16 10 — pr Cent on Value 


— 9 712 the Doz. Pair 
27 10 — pr Cent, on Value 
27 10 Dit. 
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Wooden Ware, not parti- 
cularly rated — 
Woollen Cloths. See Drapery 


Yarn, vizt 
Cotton Yarn ' 
Linen Yarn 
Worſted Yarn 


be 


Cuſtom Houſe, 
Landon, 28 Feb") 1585. 
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, DENOMINATION. DE 
: Gains. 
Stuffs, See Drapeng . p 
= Syder, — Cuſtoms 6 3 2 the Ton 
; Exciſe | 17 17 6 Dit, 
| Tallow — Free ; 
| Tongues — De: :: a 
EF Twine — — — 1: — the Cwt . 
Tiles, viz, Pantiles — 222 9 the Thouſand 
velvet, prohibited if Silk | « 
© Vinegar — — | 32 18 10 18 the Ton 
Walnuts — — | — 1 52383 the Barrel 
Small Nuts —— —— 2 2 the Barrel 
Whalebone, cut, prohibited | 
5 Wood, vizt 
5 Caſs, empty m— — 8 2 the Ton l 
Hoops for Coo — - 10 5 the Thouſand 
Oak Plank — | — 16 6 the Load, qt go Feet 
Oak Timber — 8 3 the Load, qt go Feet 


per Ct on Value, 
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They will next inſert an account of the duties pay- 
able upon. gaads, the grouth or manufacture of Ireland, 
imported from thence into Great Britain. (See page 6.). 
And that your Majeſty may have ſome view of the 
general trade of Ireland, they will add a general account 
of the value of the imports and exports . that kingdom, 
from and to all countries, as taken from the accounts 
ſtated by the officers of the cuſtoms in Ireland, for a. 
period of nine, years; and the balance for and againſt 
them with Great Britain, the Britiſn colonies and plan- 
tations, and foreign countries, as it can be collected 
from thoſe accounts, (See Tuble, page 13.) ; 


— 


The Committee next proceeded to enquire into the 


- 


trade between the: two: kingdoms, in many of the ca- 


pital articles before ſtated ; And to enable them to form 
a judgment, how far it might be proper to admit the im- 


8 of ſuck articies from Ireland into Great Britain, 
v 


bject to the ſame duties as are now payable in Ireland 
upon importation of the like articles from Great Britain; 
they have been attended by, many eminent merchants 
and manufacturers congerned in thoſe reſpectye branches 
of trage e; and as in a buſineſs of ſo much importance to 
the, intereſt; of Great Britain, the information received 
from gentlemen of their experience and knowledge, 
oht.to be ſtated with, tne utmoſt accuracy, the Com- 
mittee have thought ir right to lay the whole of their 
evidence before your Majeſty, notwithſtanding the length 
of it Long as it is, they would have wiſhed to have en- 
tered into a like inveſtigation of other articles, in which 
the commerce between the two kingdoms is carried on, 
if there had been time ſufficient; they truſt, however, 
that the articles they have ſelected are the moſt impor- 
tant, and the moſt deſerving your Majeſty's conſidera- 
tion . 

Before they ſtate the evidence given by the Merchants 


and Magufacturers, they think it proper to obſerve. 


Firſſ, That they humbly conceive; that ſuch goods 28 


are pr ohibited by the laws of Great Britain to be exported 
from this kingdom into Ireland, do not come within the 
terms of your Majeſty's order, and cannot therefore be 


conſidered as any object of the preſent enquiry. 
; ED | t Secondly, 
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An ACCOUNT of the Amount in Value of all Goods, exported from IRELAND to GREAT BRITAIN, the BRITISH 
COLONIES and PLANTATIONS, and the Reſt of the WORLD: Diſtinguiſhing the Amount in Value of the Growth 


Produce, and Manufacture of IRELAND; alſo, the Amount in Value of the Imports from each: For Nine Years, ending 25 
March 1782, diſtinguiſhing each year: Taken from the Accounts ſtated by the Officers of the Cuſtoms in Ireland; and being in 1r;þ Money, 


oY * * ** 1 a. 


Value of the EXPORTS © Value of the EXPORTS from 
| | e e Wt {tl - W Isi Colonies and W 
Tears. | __ To Great Britain, Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, Reſt of the World. Creat Britain. 1 eee * Reſt of the Worle 
1774. ſlrih Produce 2+113-849 18 33 243˙217 19 114 1444-275 10 25 | | | 
. Foreign Goods 3.835 13 43 i 6+784 16-1 10.682 4 5 # ; 
| ff! w L217» 005 It Oi ———[260-002 1 3]———— [454-757 14 falt 11.174 13 731147-383 12 '6 1599-473 18 
1725. I. Po — 2+379+517 13 21 „ e,, 492-054 13 15 0 = 
FG. 40 16 eg 19.568 18 2 ; 4+418 10 4 f | | 
i —— 379-858 9 83 266.710 7 9; ——496-469 3 64/739 543 18 4q*|185-215 12 24683655 18 5 
177b. I. P. — 2-547-460 13 103 | [253+838 15 9| [438-097 -7 7 | 1 , - 
F. G. — 3 70 / 1 1 10+960 — 8} | 640 18 —}; | | 
= —— 2.551•21111 Sg — 264.798 16 6! 444*738 5 7:3|1+875+525 12. $31167-340 12 104j611-691 16 10 
177%. l. P. — 2547132 15 —4 208-611 12 10 | 258-694 3 5 | £7 | 
F. G. — „ 8 32.766 10 5 1 85 5763 16 10; | | 
| 5 2.552296 18 42 331-377 3 33 264.458 — 32.233.192 7 93/½ 130-621 14 104/60. 114 15 gf 
1778. I. P. — 2.718.145 18 14 | 273.730 8 103 5 239.368 18 11; | 7 a 
F. G. — „ ms 27.285 13 14 4.280 8 8. 1 | | = | 
"a | 8 * 2.718145 18 140— 30196 1 113 | 243-639 7 73]2+076-460 16 23 81-699 17 9 [678-641 18 11h 
1779. J. P. — 2.262.970 12 B! 4 224820 3 67 4224247 — 103 - | | 9 
F. G. — 3652 7 82 | 16202 13 8 5185 4 94 | | | 
| — — 2.256.659 — 5 241.022 17 210 —— 229432 Is 84.644.770 17 54 71-035 15 10 480.128 8 47 
1780. I. P. — 2381 234 18 34 J301 -. 401 19 9; 320.614 8 4 | | | f 
F. G. — 3-663 18 44 £ 2+3849 2 4 2+414 6 7; | = | N 
| | 5 2.384.898 16 ji] — - 304.251 2 12 — 323-028 15 — ff. 576.635 13 53] 35-142 — 13]515+801 16 — 
»781.jl.P. — 2+180+215 7 114 5 1342-078 9 —4 38.6 22 | | 
8 — 77191 7 —; 1 ä 3167 1 10 5 | | 
£54 — 1.4 I, — 347324 11 33 — [361-304 — 94/2-432+417 13 10 | 43-276 5 8 [647-337 10 I 
1782. J. P. — 2.699.825 13 820 | 344.278 17 13 7  133T+587 14 6 5 | TT ON | | 
©, Fe > = g-941 4-03 | 4-271, 3 6 10-693 17 44 | 2 8 : 
| . 709 - 766 18 24 348.550 — 74 ä — — 11 1042 357 · 946 10 87 67-130. 9 12 569-188 17 10 
Balance of Trade in Favour of Ireland, and againſt | Balance of Trade againſt Ireland, and in Favour of 
Bo ol 8 Britiſh Colonies and | | | Britiſh Colonies and | | = 
Years.| Great Britain, Plantations, + Beſt of the World. - Great Britain. Plantations, 1 Reſt of the World. 
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1776. 675-085 18 7 97:459 3 8 So * 15 = oY 55 
1777. 319104 10 74 E 755 mY 2 bar: 25 2 
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1780. | 808 P 263 3 2 269 0 me 2 — — — — : ns — — 
1781. — „ , — — 255+010 18 93 — — 
1782. 5 351.820 7 65 281419 11 6 — — — — — — 
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- Secondly, . That it is intended, that ſuch woods 3 as are 
ſubject to any duties of exciſe, or other internal duty, by 
the laws of Great Britain, ſhall be made ſubject, on their 
importation from Ireland into Great Britain, to a duty 
equal to ſuch exciſe or internal duy, in addition to 


the duties payable in Ireland on the importation of the | 


like goods there. 
The evidence of the merchants and and rden 


upon the ſeveral branches of commerce, diſtinguiſhing 
each particular head; and the perſons whom the Com- 


mittee have examined, is as follows, Viz. 


WOOLLEN S. 


Kobert Patridge, Eſquire, Mayor 
of Norwich, 

Mr, Jeremiah Ives, of St. Cle- nufacturers of the 
ments, And City of Norwich; 
Mr. Te! Kett, Merchants, ; 


Examined. | 
In your aevi at Norwich, do you make 
uſe of Iriſh yarn ? 


A. We do—of Iriſh worſted yarn—we uſe about 


3-500 packs in value about . 32 annually. 
Q. What proportion does the Iriſh yarn, uſed i in your 
Manufacture, bear to the Engliſn? 


A. Nearly one-fifth, that is to ſay, four parts in five 


are Engliſh, and one Iriſh. 


O. Are you able to purchaſe this yarn brought to | 


Norwich cheaper than any of the like ſort ſpun in Eng- 
land ? 

A. We can purchaſe it in general at about ſix per 
cent. cheaper, including freight, carxiage, and all ex- 
pences; ſometimes (according to circuſtances) it is 
at equal prices. 

Q. Can you ſtate to the Committee what the freight, 
and other charges you mention, amount to? 
r freight and port duties we ſuppoſe to be 


about 75. 6d, per pack the Lord Lieutenant's licence 


four Hillings and nine pence, being in the whole 
twelve 
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twelve ſhillings and three pence per pack, or about 
two and an half per cent. This is excluſive of com- 


miſſion and Inſurance paid by the ſeller, which may a- 1 


mount to about four per cent. more. 
To what cauſe do you impute that the Iriſh are 


able to ſpin this yarn cheaper than the like ſort is mace | 


in England? 


A. We impute it to the 3 of labour | in 


1 . n which is as three to two? 5 


| equal proportion, the raw material or wool, being much 
* = 

Q. Do you ebend, chat in working chis yarn up 
int their own ſtuffs, their labour is in the ſame Pro- 
portion as in ſpinning their yarn ? 
A. We apprehend it is by no means in the ſame pro- 


Portion if we can truſt their own Report, the ex- 


nce of combing is equal, and we infer from thence, 
that the other branches of labour are equal too. 


1 What difference of price is de in general be- 
_ tween Engliſh and Iriſh wool? _ ; 


A. Iriſh wool is 1049. per Ib. as ſtated in their own 
 Report—Engliſh 64. per Ib. 

Q. What difference is there in the quality 

A. The Engliſh wool uſed in the Norwich manufac. 


' tures, to the ſame purpoſe for which Iriſh is ufed, is 


brighter, ſtronger, and longer in the ſtaple—this re- 
ſors to our more ordinary manufactures only, as the 
Irxich wool is not fit for the finer and more valuable 
branches of them, | 

O. Have you found, ſince the Iriſh. ports have 


| been opened for the exportation of their woollen and 
' worſted manufactures, that they have rivalled you in 


| the foreign markets ? 76 
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A. Not to our knowledge, except in Portugal, and 
there not to any confiderable * that we know 
of. 


e 


A. Not being mantfask fer of baize, we cannot 
give a preciſe opinion on that point, but we conceive 
not; part of the material being much dearer there than 
here, and the material eonfttuting a great part of the 
value. 

Q. Is any quantity of Norwich manufactures ex- 
ported at preſent to Ireland? 

A. We believe not to any conſiderable amount, 250 

that chiefly through the London market. 
Q. If the trade between England and Lell for 
the woollen and worſted manvfactures when compleat- 
ed, was to be opened on an equal footing, that is to 
ay, that the like woollen and worſted goods imported 
from Ireland ſhall pay the ſame duties which the Bri- 
tiſh woollen and Worte goods pay on the importation 
there, is there any reaſon to apprehend the ſale of our 
manufactures will be diminiſhed at home? 

A. The Norwich manufactures being chiefly for 
exportation to foreign countries, we do not deem our- 
ſelves proper judges of this queſtion 1n all its extent; 
but we ſuppoſe the Iriſh would not be able to rival 
us in the home market, | if care were taken that no 
bounties were granted in Ireland to countera&t the 
Duties that may be impoſed in England; we appre- 
hend they could come neareſt to us in ſome licht kind 
of worſted 2 0 or ſtuffs mixed with _ 


Mr. Everett, of the City of London, 


Q. What is your profeſſions ? 

A. I am a factor, or warehouſeman, avid con- 
cerned in the export of woollens to Ireland, and foreign 
countries, 

Q. Has 


( % 
þ Has the export of woollens to Ireland increaſ- 
ed of late, or diminiſhed : ? 

A. Decreaſed; in fine cloths confiderably, owing 
to their non-importation agreement; before that agree- 
ment, I exported thither to the amount of J. 30, ooo 
per annum; fince that, not to the amount of e a 
| 8. N 
If the non-importation agreement was to ceaſe, 
do you apprehend the trade would revive to the ſame 
extent as before ? 
A. I have no doubt of it from my. correſpondents, 
who have given me conſiderable conditional com- 
miſions. 

In what manner do you ſuppoſe they have ſup- 
plicd themſelves ſince the ſaid agreement? 
A. From their old ſtock of Engliſh cloth, and their 


own manufacture. 
Q. Do you apprehend they have large manufaQtories 


of fine cloths ? 

A. At this time they have not; I always underſtood 
their principal manufactures to be in coarſe cloths; 
they have however lately imported ſome Spaniſh wool, 

Q. Are fine cloths wholly made of Spaniſh wool ? 

A. Superfine cloths ought all to be made of Spaniſh 
woll, and I believe formerly they were; but the price 
has been ſo high of late, that I apprehend the manufac- 
turer is under a neceſſity of mins it with Engliſh 

wool. 
Qi. Have the Iriſh any quantity of wool fit to mix up 
with Spaniſh wool, for the purpoſe of making nn 
cloths? 

A. As to the quantity, I cannot ſpeak ; but they muſt 
have ſome, becauſe they make cloths as high as 125. per 

yard; and the wool employed in thoſe cloths muſt be 
fit to mix with Spaniſh wool. _ 

Q. To what cauſe do you impute the former i impor- 
tation of ſo great quantities of Engliſh fine cloths into 


Ireland? 


A. Becauſe they have it not in their power to manu- 


facture ſufficient * for their own conſumption; 
ä by 


(ens 


30 not having it in their power, I. mean, that they 2 


97 5 manufacturers oF 


on: I have no doubt in the world 7 would Ib 
ſuch a ſuperiority ; it is of the utmoſt. conſequence to 
this country, to prevent, the exportation of Engliſh 
wool or ſheep—this being done, I ſhould not have the 
leaſt apprehenſion of any competition, even if they were 
at liberty to ſend their woollen manufactures here. 

O. If the Iriſh were permitted to import their coarſe 
cloths into this country, do you apprehend they would 
be able to- interfere with the like manufactures of Great 
Britain? 0 

A. I apprehend not, provided our coarſe cloths are 
allowed to be exported to Ireland on the ſame: terms 


2 mean, on the ſame duties. | 3 


ts William Smithſon, 
Mr. Jeremiab ris | Merchants of Leeds: A 
Mr. Charles Clapham, Merchant and | 
Manufacturer, | 
Mr. Andrew Hollingworth, Mixed a 
Broad Cloth Manufacturer From 
* Thomas, Broad White Clo- | Saddleworth.. 
„ - ; 
Mr. James Buckley, Manufacturer of 17 
Broad and Narrow Cloth, ö) 


Q. What is the nature of the manufactures prinei- 
pally carried on within the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire? 
A. In the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire, and parts of 
Lancaſhire, . Cheſhire, — Derbyſhire, woollen cloths 
and worſted ſtuffs ; the woollen cloths, diſtmguiſhed into 
T broad 
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road and narrow, under which head are inclüded 


blankets and rugs—ſtuffs of various forts—callimancoes 

—ſhalloons—tammies and durants— figured everlaſtings 

—plain ditto—drawboys—ſerge de ſattins, cc. 
Are great 8 of theſe goods exported to 

Feland? 

A. There are 25 quantities, ſubject to an Iriſh 

duty of about 64. per yard; and ſtuffs, ſubject to a duty 


of about 24. per By or five ſhillings per piece. 
Has the export of theſe ng to Ireland increaſ- 


: ed of late, or diminiſned? 


. Rather diminiſhed of late, but not confiderably. 
To what cauſe do you impute this Aautſon = 
a 4 N We impute it to the troubles that have ſubſiſted 
Hately in that country, particularly ar Dublin; —at Cork, 
and in the northen parts, the trade has been more open. 
O. Do you apprehend' the Triſh have manufactured 
of late greater quantities of theſe goods than formerly ? 
A. We cannot anſwer ex: ly; but we have been 
Informed, that their manufactures have increaſed of late, 


in Balloons and durants. We have never heard that = 


Their manvfaCtures 3 in cloth have increaſed. | 
O. Have the exports of _ your hndfabres debt 


Great Britain to foreign countries increaſed of late, or 
diminiſhed ? 2 

A. We cannot fpeak with certainty ; but we are all 
of opinion that they have increaſed. 

O. Have you any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Iriſh 
manufactures of pe ky ſorts have interfered with yours 

in the foreign markets 

A. We believe not in the fine. goods. We 1 
ſtand they have ſent ſome of their coarſe ſtuffs to Ame- 
rica; but we have not perceived hong our trade has on 


that account diminiſhed. 
O. Can you furniſn the cbmhftte with any ſeveral 


Rate of your trade? 

6a By way of anſwer, the gentlemen Gehvered in the 
annexed paper, intitulech, eſtimates of the Vork 
mMire woollen manufactures, including the Roch- 


i, dale Days, 7125 and an acecunt of bro and 
qui e i * NAFFOW 


xt 


EY | 


Bays, 1772. 


C AMO UN T. | 
Pieces. Le & 
From clothing, or ſhort Wool — | Broad cloths, mixed and white, 112,370 or 3,232,913 J yards, at 55, per xc — 808, 228 6 4 
| Do. made or milled in Lancaſhire, preſumed of value $0,000 — — 
| Narrow Cloths — 5 


Baye, and other Rochdale woollens, 124,000 pieces, at 50s. 
DeduRt, and carry to the manufacture of combed wool, for wor ſted yarn, 
the warp of broad bays 


, 2 Kerſeys, 40,000 pieces, at 21, 
8 | 1 Half thicks 2 5,000 pieces, at 255. 


"ONES Blankets 20,000 pieces, ſtriped and plain, at zl. 10s, 
. Hoſe 


Coln-ſerges and plains, Penniſtone kerſeys, hats, horſe ſheets, and coverlets 


For combing, or Long wool — 


In this branch are ewployed 
Whoſe labour, individually, produces webkly lowing for 


9*,539 pieces, of 2,377,817 yards, at 48. 3d. A 


— 5 — 0%. 


Mp 


3 10,000 — 


— 


30,000 — — 


— 
—.— 
2 — 
| DEP — 


OC 


255000 — — 


3,900. Combers. 


: | | fickneſs, and other necellary avocations) — 36 lbs. of wool. 
| 140,400 
Allow 2 weeks for holydays, per ann, and then multiply by 50 


The average value of 11b, of combed 8505 manufactured 


N. B. Beſides this, are wrought up quantities of Iriſh, and other worſted yarn, 
made in diſtant parts of England. 


7,020,000 lbs. of wool. 
4 Shillings. 


28,080,000 Shillings, or . 


Total amount 


— 


| Accovxr No. I, — Particular ane of the 1 orkſhire Weollen lande, including the Rochdale 


The diſtrict bounded on the north by 3 on 8 ſouth by Saddle worth, diſtant from each other 40 miles; bounded on the eaſt by Leeds, and on the 


weſt by Haſlingden, in Lancaſhire, diftant from each other 3 5 s The my of ground occupied by ee ens) to a {quate of 30 mites 
about one half of which are moors and waſte grounds, | 
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70,000 — — 
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1,869,700 
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4. 392 73,700 15 75 


THE EXPORT AND HOME CONSUMPTION, 


os ſhort-wool manufactures- Broad Cloth 


ot long wool manufactures 


Exports. Home 5 ve 
3 T 33 . 
2 
88 Ts 712,495 9 73 is 85,822 10 72 858,228 6 

Narrow Cloths — — +2 101,044 9:105 + 404,177 3 6 3 9 4 
Bays, & other Rochdale woollens ? 224,000 = — 4 56, 00 = = 280,000 — - 
Kerſeys, and Half 8 ; fo 100,125 = = 559 11%½25 — = 111,280 
Blankets — 3 46,666 13 4 + 23, 333 68 7880 
Hoſe, Coln Serges, Kc. — Xs 4,500 = = &; 40, 5co0 = — 45,000 © = = 
©. bk — — + 1,123,200 = - x 280,800 —- = 1, 404, ooo 
2,317,947 12 10 901,759 2 92 3.273, 00 15 73 


THE MATERIALS 


In the ſhort-wool manufactures 


In the long-wool manufactures - 


No. 138,023 Pieces, containing 4,094,335 yards, at 58. per yard = 
No, 115,500 hoes containing 373 56, W yards, at 48, 3d, per yd. 


— — 


* 


AND LABOUR. 


Materials. 
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„869,700 1 5 72 


1,494,000 — — 


| 5 
5 ; 4. J. d. bo oh 
= = — —- - — - 3 623,233 11 205 4 1,246,467 : 9 1 
_- — = — = 234,000 = = + 1,170,000 = = 
857,233 11 106 2,416,467 3 9 


SECOND ACCOUNT, 
Broad CLorks, ending 2 5th March, 1784. 
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35 
narrow cloths made from the 25th of March 1783 


I 1; 2648; March 1784; and then Pee as fol- 


. 
We ts Tay to obſerve, mat the ſecond account, 


W 


es it will come into this year's account. The 


compariſon is only between broad and narrow cloths; 


but we are of opinion, from the beſt information we 
have been able to obtain, that the manufacture of the 


o cher articles mentioned in the firſt account has much 


increaſed. 
Do you ke ufe of Iriſh wool or Iriſh worſted 
yarn in your manufactures ? 


A. We make ufe of a good deal of Iriſh worlted 


yarn in our ſtuffs. . 
Q. Do, you.conſider Iriſh worſted [yarn as a neceſſary 


material id your ſtuffs? | 
A. It is neceſſary, becauſe we cannot get enough of 


x, * * 4 


our own, and it is cheaper. We ſhould perfer our own 


if we could get enough of it. 
©: 0 What cauſe do you impute that the Iriſh do 


not work up their own worſted yarn ? 


A. One reaſon may be, that they are not ſo well 


{killed in manufacturing their woo]; another reaſon, as 
we preſume, is, that they have found a better market 
for their woo!, by ſending it 'to France. We con- 


jecture this, becauſe Iriſh wool is fold at double the 


price in time of peace thar it bore during the war with 
France. 

Q. Is the quality of Iriſh wool as good in general as 
Englith ?. 

A. No; if we may 1 Fa the Iriſh worlted yarn 
imported into this country, and uſed in our manufac- 
tures; for it will not bind into fo ſtrong a Thread 
for the chain or warp, and cannot, conſequently, ſo 


8 "ol bear the friction of the loom. 


O. Is not Iriſh wool of the like quality generally 
dearer than rhe Engliſh ? 
3 | A We 
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4. We believe in general it is. . 
Do you apprehend that the ſkill,” ingenuity, and 
taſte of the Iriſh manufacturer, is equal to ours? 
A. Clearly not, either in cloths or worſted ſtuffs 
ſimilar to thoſe manufattited in Yorkſhire ; in what are 
called poplins, and other manufactures mixed with ſilk, 


4 p 3 


TRY Ke. 


they are arrived at great perfection. 


If the Iriſh were allowed to import into Great 
Britain their woollen cloths, or worſted ſtuffs, ſubject to 
the ſame duties at which Britiſh cloths, and ſtuffs, of 
the like ſorts, are now imported into Ireland, would 
you have any reaſon to apprehend; a competition in the | 
market of Great Britain? 

A. At preſent, we ſhould not fear a competition. 
We cannot ſpeak to futurity; but we hope the Engliſh 
manufacturer will have too much liberality of ſentiment, 
to wiſh to deprive the Iriſh of any fair and equal advan- 
tage in working up their own materials, ariſing from 


their ſkill and induſtry ; but we truſt the- excluſive Pri- 


vilege of manufacturing of their own wool, will aways 
be reſerved to ourſelves. 


ru. 7 Merchants and Ma- 


Mr. John Leeſe, , t nvufactures of Ha- 
Mr. William Smitb, lifax, 
On weg Head. 


What is the nature of the 6 carried 


on at Halifax, andi in the country round it? 
A. Worſted ſtuffs and woollen cloths. broad and nar- 


row, from three Shillings to nine ſhillings and ten ſhil- | 
lings per yard. —Blankets and carpeting, chiefly coarſe, 


but {ome fine—callimancoes, ſhalloons; tammies, and 
durants; and our manufactures differ from thoſe of 
Leeds in this, that the principal manufactures carried on 
at Hallifax and i its neighbourhood, are worſted ſtuffs. 
Are great quantities of theſe goods exported to 

— — 1 
1 Of A, Great 


» 7 _ 


By. 2 


S 


Cheſter. The broad and. narrow cloths are eee 
rated as old drapery; if they are what we call preſſed 
goods, they are generally paar as IP bone in not 
preſſed; apnew: © £9 
. Has the export of cheſe goods to lreland erat 
ed of late or diminiſhed ? ' | | 
A. It has diminiſhed, and of late con”iderably;" 

Q. To what cauſe do you impute this diminution ? 
A To the troubles that have lately exiſted there, 
particularly at Dublin. In the north, and at N the 

trade has been more open. 


Do you apprehend the Iriſh hive of las manu- 


factured greater quantities of thoſe goods than formerly? ? 
A. We cannot ſpeak” with oy Sa but we don t 
know that they have. 
Can you ſay in what manner the Iriſh were fup- 
plied with thoſe goods during their CN EE 
agreement ? 


A. They were - confideratity overſtocked, and con- 


ſumed what they had upon their hands. 

Q. Have the Exports of your mahüfigteres to fo- 
reign couutries increaſed of late, or diminiſhed? 

A. Conſiderably increaſed. 

Have you any reaſon to ſuppoſe that aks Iriſh 
manufactures of the like ſorts have interefeted With yours 
at the foreign markets? | 

A. We do not feel the effects of it. | 
Q. Can you furniſh this committee with a general 
ſtate of your trade? 
A. We have not a regiſter of ſtuffs, which is our 
principal manufacture; but we are of opinion, that all 
our manufactures have increaſed of late very 3 
and particularly ſtuffs, 


Q. Do you make uſe of Iriſh wool or Iriſh worſted 


yarn in your manufactures? 
A. We make uſe of a great deal of Iriſh worſted 
yarn in our ſtuffs, 
A. We 
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0 you conſider, Iriſh worſled s 2 neceſ. 
ſary material in your ſtuffs? 7. Tiny 
A. We don't think. it abſolutely acceflary, ſo far 28 
relates to the quality of our manufactures; but we could 
not carry them on to their preſent extent without i it we 
ſhould prefer our own venting . if we could of | 
enough of it. 
Q. To what — daß you impute, - the Iriſh io 
not work up their own\ worſted: yarn... 1, 
A. They have not yet made the ſame SG: in 


: their manufaQtures—we obſerve too, that Imſh wool is 


much dearer in time of peace, than in time of war 
with France; from whence we conjecture; that ge 
quantities are exported to that country. 

. Is there the like difference in time of peace as 


in time of war with France, in the Fries ot wool in Eng- | 


land? 

A. It is ll the reverſe, wool i is generally dear er 
here in time of war than in the time of peace. This 
was not the caſe in the laſt war, as it extended to 


America and Spain, the ports of both which countries 


were in ſome meaſure mut up: the obſervation holds 
good more ene with: Fegard. 40 a war with 
France. 


Q. Is the quality of lug. wool as good in general 
as that of this country? 

A. As far as we know, it is not fo. gond; but we 
cannot ſpeak to that point with preciſion, not being ac- 
quainted with all the Aigen. ſorts of wool. they grow 


in Ireland. 
Is not wool of the like forts | in Ireland generally 


dearer than in England:? 


A. As far as we are informed it 1s generally. erer. 
Do you apprehend that the {kill, Ingenuity, and 

tate of the Iriſh manufacturer, is equal to. ours? 
A. No, not at preſent, fa as relates tothe manu- 


factures of ed ſtuffs and woolen goods In poplins, 


and ſtuffs mixed with filk they are arrived | to a great 


degree of perfection. 
If the Iriſh were allowed to import | into Great 


Britain the woollen cloths and worſted ſtuffs, ſubject to 
the 


. 25 9 


the ſame duties at which Britiſh elötht um ſtuffs of 


the like ſorts are now imported into Ireland, would 
vou have any reaſon to apprehend a competition in 


the market of Great Britain? : 
8 By no means, 0 far as We are at preſent able to once 


M r. Joby Ainſtie, 


Chairman of the Committee 

of manufacturers in Wiltfhire, 

and a principal clothier of 
3 the Devizes; 


On the ſame head. 


What are the ſorts of cloths made at he De- 
vizes, and in the country thereabouts ? | 
A. Snperfine cloth and caſemere are the principal 
manufactures; but we make beſides, ſecond cloths, 
ferges, beavers, &c. and of late a great variety of fancy 
manufactures, ſome of which are varn mixed with filk. 


'O. Are theſe manufactures made principally oY 


Spaniſh wool, or Engliſh, or of both ? 

A. The finer forts entirely of Spaniſh—In the coar- 
fer ſorts we uſe the finer and the cou ſer ſorts of Engliſh 
wool. 
= 2 re any quantities of theſe goods ſent to Treland? 

A. There have beeen ſome quantity of the finer 
goods ſent to Ireland, and I believe alſo of the ſecond 
cloths. 

Do you know whether the export of theſe goods 
to Ireland has increaſed of late, or diminiſhed ? 

A. It has decreaſed of late ſo e, as almoſt to 
amount to a ceſſation. | 

Q. To what cauſes do you impute this Amide 

A. I impute it to the E non- -Umportation agree- 
ment. 


Do you know how thi Iriſh ſupplied themſelves 
during the agreement? 

A. I impute it to e ſtock they had in hand, which 
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at which Britiſh cloths of the like forts. are now im- 


1 30 
they had imported in greater quanitites, with LE view 
to the non-1mportaion agreement. 

Q. If the non-importation agreement was to, WE. 
do 27 imagine the trade would revive as before? 

I do. | 
Do the Iriſh „ any conſiderable quanti- 
ty of fine cloths ? — 

A. I do not apprehend they do any gde quantities. 
They have a conſiderable manufacture near Dublin, 
which, however, cannot ſupply nearly enough for the 
demand. 

Q. Is the quality of the Iriſh ſuperfine cloths equal 
to ours? 

A. I cannot ſpeak with certainty, but I do not think 
them equal in ſuperfine cloths; —in ratteens J give 
them the preference. | 

Do you uſe in the manufactures near you * 


Iriſh yarn? 


A. None is uſed in the Devizes, or its neighbour- 
hood. 
O. Do you know whether any is uſed in n the manufac- 
tures in Glouceſterſhire? | 

A. I apprehend there IS but not in any great 


quantity, 


Q. Are you acquainted with the 8 of Iriſh 
wool? _ 

A. I have no particular knowledge of it; in 8 
I ſhould think it not equal to ours; but there are 
ſome ſorts which I ſhould conceive to be equal to the 
Engliſh, particularly that of the County of Kerry. 

Q. Do you apprehend that the ſkill, ingenuity, and 
taſte of the manufacturers of this country, are likely 
always to give them a decided ſuperiority over the 
manufactures of Ireland ? 

A. I do conceive that, viewing the circumſtances 
as they are at preſent, there is a decided ſuperiority. in 
theſe points in favour of the Engliſh manufacturer; but 
I cannot ſpeak with regard to futurity. 

O. If the Iriſh were allowed to import into this 
country their woollen cloths, ſubject to the ſame duties, 


pro- 


3 
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orted into Ireland, would you have any reaſon to ap- 
prehend a competition in-the market of Great Britain ? 

A. With reſpe& to the ſuperfine manufactures, I 
ſhould think the advantage decidedly in favour of this 
country; but in the manufacture for which Iriſh wool 
is fit, there might be a danger, ariſing from the cheap- 
neſs of labour in that country. I ſpeak this laſt doubt- 


fully. | 


The Committee will next lay before your Majeſty, 
the average prices of Engliſh and. Iriſh wool. for fifteen 


Y | . 
years, from 1770 to 1784, both incluſive, 


ENGLISH PRICES, 
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177% — | from 1% to 18% 
e eee from 846 to 916 
177 — from 10 to 11 
1780 — from ap to 3 
17811 — from 11 to 12 
37862 — from 10 to Ix 
1783 — from 21/6 to 12/6 
1784 — from 11/6 to 12/6 


OBSERVATIONS. 


11 the Iriſh woollen manufactures are to be imported 
according to the plan ſuggeſted in the reference, 
The duties will be as follows: | 
On old drapery, that-.is, broad and narrow cloths, 
and all other ſpecies that are called preſſed goods, 
64. rolhs. Iriſh money per yard, 
On new drapery, being coarſe cloths and worſted 
ſtuffs, not preſſed, 25. 109. per yard. | 
As this duty is Flas on by the yard, it operates princi- 
pally on the coarſer and cheaper ſorts of the two de- 
ſeriptions of drapery:— t is clear, therefore, that the 
operation of theſe duties, as far as they go, will be 
moſt to the diſcouragement of the N of the 
coarſer and cheaper ſorts. 
The Committee thought it right to enquire, what had 
been the export of woollen manufactures from Ireland, 


before the prohibition which took place in 1699. As 


the accounts of the Cuſtom-Houſe of that kingdom go 
back only to 1698, they could only obtaia the account 
for that year, which ſtands as follows; 


| To Eng land. Scotland. Elſewhere 
Old 1 11 FL -- 2 503 the Pee 27 vd 
New drapery6or1 yards 2, 128 Do 20, 5664 Do 


Frize 127,601 yards 1,355 Do 537,945 D* 
To this account the committee will add, that of the 


imports of woollen manufactures into Ireland for that 
year, and which was, 

Old drapery - 1 9 yards. 
New drapery 21,2941 yards. 


tt au * — 
By this ſtate it appears, that the import of old drapery 
was, in that year, as above, | 
| _ 1437844 yards, and the export 2845 e 
or, 7,597 yards; 
and of courſe that 4,187 es were imported, more n 


were exported. 
The committee will now proceed to ſtate, the gene- 


al export of woollen goods from Ireland, for a period 
of four years, from 25th þ March 1719 to 9 March 
1783; 1 the valve. 
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it appears to the Committee, by the Iriſh ac- 
counts of export to America, fur the year 1783 and 
1784, in which they apprehended the United States 
are included, as well as the remaining Britiſh poſ- 
ſeſſions, that the export of new drapery to that country 
had increaſed from 125,286 yards in the year 1783, to 
259, 1414 yards in the year 1784 ; the export of old dra- 
pery from 24,588 yards in the year 1783, to 28,450 
yards in the year 1784; the export of flannels, from 
5,609 yards, in the year 1783, to 36,067 yards in the 
year 1784; and the export of Frize, from 84 yards in the 
year 1783, to 2, 738 yards in the year 1784. 

The increaſe in the export of Woollen Manufactures 
from Ireland, has not been confined to Britiſh America 


and the United States only; but has been equally con- 


ſiderable to other foreign markets, according to the fol- 
lowing ſtate of the exports from Ireland to foreign parts, 


for four years; viz. 


Old Drapery. New Drapery. Flannels. 
XY ards, + - an. Yards. 
£3.60 — 499 57889 190 
1781 — 1,292 240,12 15,46 
1782 — 772 306, 178 4,728 
1783 — 38,796 511,394 9,072 


But the Committee apprehend, that the export to the 


United States is again included in this account of exports 


ro foreign parts; though, for want of proper accounts, 
and officers of the Iriſh revenue, from whom they might 
have obtained particular information, it is impoſſible to 
ſtate, with accuracy, the difference this circumſtance 
would make in the account: From the export of the year 
1783, which they have had an opportunity of examining, 
they conceive it would amount to about one fifth of the 
new drapery, and one third of the old drapery, and 
flannels. | Ll eg 
During the years 1780, 1781, 1782, 1783, and 1784, 
the import of Engliſh woollen manufactures into Ireland 
was as follows: e 1 | 


O! 


— 


IE 


( I Þ} 


5 Old Drapery. 
| 1780 — 64,381 Vs. 
i — 2326, 820 
1782 5 
— >. 373053 © 
1784 | „  - Jo 39 


New Drapery. 
I 59,428 
433,198 
5475336 
4293415 
323,217 


By the diminution of the imports of new drapery in 
the year 1784, compared with the great export of that 


article to America, and to foreign countries in the ſame 


year, it appears probable, that the Iriſh manufacture of 
woollens, -under the deſcription of new drapery, is in- 
creaſing conſiderably. In the old drapery, or finer ſorts 
of woollen goods, a like compariſon of their import and 


(of 0 T * O 


Meſſts. Thomas Walker, 


export, does not mark any Ap Ki increaſe, 


8. 


and | bunden of Sanchyfer ; ; 


Thomas Richardſon, 
Meſſrs. Tho. Phillips, 


and | voy that place; 


Thomas Kerſhaw, 


Examined. 


Q Do you make ule...of any quantity of Irih 
worked bay yarn in the Mancheſter manufacture? 
A. Conſiderable quantities are uſed in the ſmall ware 
trade, ſuch as garters, &c. and in checks and ſtripe 


furniture; but none at all in the cotton manufacture. 


Are you able to purchaſe Iriſh worſted me yarn 
cheaper than the like fort ſpun in England ? | 


Manufacturers. 


A. We cannot ſpeak to that fact, as we are not 


concerned 1 in that buſineſs. 


Is a conſiderable trade carried on to Ireland in 


he manufactures of Mancheſter ? 


en 


4320 
Printers. 

A. There has been a much more conſiderable trade 
than there is at preſent. In the year 758 there was 
an export of about 130,000 ſquare yards of printed cot- 
tons and callicoes to Ireland, from the port of Cheſ- 


ter only, from the month of July to December of that 


year; but in the ſix months from July to December 
1784, only about 187000 yards were exported from Fe 
ſame port. 

8 What quantity of fuſtains is eee to Leland 2 

Ml/⸗nnufacturers. 

os The trade to Ireland in fuſtians is very cotifiders 
ably decreaſed. One houſe, which, from October 1783 
to January 1784, ſent /. 5, ooo wore of goods there 
has not, from October 1784 to January 1785, ſent 
a ſingle piece, and has received no order, but one 
to the amount of about /. 60 and that houſe is by 
far the firſt houſe in Mancheſter in the Iriſh trade. An- 
other houſe, which, from January 1783 to Auguſt 1784, 
ſent C. 6,271. 198. worth of goods there, has, from that 
time, ſent none, and has received no commiſſions but 
to the amount of from J. 200 to L. 300. 

Is Cheſter the only or the principal port from 

which Manceheſter goods are exported to Ireland * 

Printers. 
A. It is the principal port. Mancheſter 95805 are 
alſo exported from Briſtol, Liverpool, Whitehaven, and 
London; and the exports from London are probably 

ual to thoſe from Cheſter. Conſiderably quantities 

of cottons and callicoes go from Mancheſter to Glaſgow, 
hell they are printed, and from thence are exported 
to Ireland, This anſwer reſpects printed goods only. 

5 Manufacturers. 

Very few fuſtains go from any other port than Cheſter 
and Liverpool. 

. You have ſpoken of the decline of the trade to 
Ireland in printed goods and fuſtains from the port of 
Cheſter: can you ſpeak of the decline of it from other 
ports? or do you infer from the decreaſe of the exports 
from Cheſter, that it has ſo declined? 

Printers. 
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Printers. 

A. We cannot ſpeak to this as a certain fact, but 
we infer it muſt be 10. | 

Jou have alſo ſpoken to the h of has trade 
in the laſt ſix months of the years 1783 and 1784: Can 
you inform this Committee of the ſtate of the trade 
during the firſt fix months of each of thoſe years* * 

Printers. 

A. With reſpect to the printed manufactures, the 
exports of the firſt {ix months of the year 1783, we 
preſume, were equal to the (exports of the latter fix 
months of that year. In the firſt ſix months of the year 
1784, there was a larger export than in the latter ſix 
months but the trade the whole year Kept In; 

Manufacturers. 2 

With reſpect to the trade with Ireland in fuſtains, 
we can only ſay, that from the beginning of the year 
1784 it has been conſiderably on the decline? . 

O. Are fuſtians and printed goods the Ro 

object of the Mancheſter manufactures? 
Manufacturers. 
A. "They certainly are, 
O. To what cauſes do you 1mpute this Jovline 3 ? 
Manufacturers, 

A. To the quantity of fuſtains the Iriſh now manu- 
facture themſelves; and this muſt be ſo, becaufe there 
was a conſiderable reduction in the trade to ports of the 
North of Ireland, where the non- importation agreement 
had not taken place, as well as to the port of Dublin, 
where it exiſted in its full force: the Manchefter fuſtian 
trade, from the firſt of October 1784 to the firſt of 
January 1785, laboured under the following difficulties 
and difadvantages—1ft by an old duty of 10; per cent. 
on importation into Ireland; then by a bounty of 
L. 5 per cent. lately given by the Iriſh Parliament on 
home conſumption: by another bounty of C. 5 per cent. 
given by the Linen Board, likewiſe on home conſump- 
tion, which was to expire on the 1ſt of January 178 35 
bdut may be renewed—by freight, inſurances, and ex- 
pences, about 21 per cent. more—by the late Engliſh 
tax, ahh, on the Wa is, upon the groſs amount 


- 
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of our ſales, 2 3 per cent. and though drawn back on expor- 
tation, yet the goods exported will ftill be loaded with C 8. 

per cent. owing to the effect of the tax. Beſides which, 

the Iriſh Linen Board gives great encouragement to the 
Iriſh manufacturer, by ſupplying him with looms; and 


the Iriſh Parliament gives alſo a bounty of J. 8+ per 


cent. on exportation, fo that we ſhall meet them in 
furure at a | oy market at a diſadvantage of . 164 
per cent. from our tax and their bounty ; and in Ireland 
to the diſadvantage of JL. 26 per cent. excluſive of the 
bounty given by the Linen Board. "300 

Printers, 

With reſpect to the printing manufacture, we likewiſe 
impute the decline of that trade to the increaſe of the 
Iriſh manufacture of cottons and callicoes, but prin- 
cipally to a duty, impoſed laſt Seſſion in Ireland, of 15. 
per yard on all printed callicoes imported from Great 
Britain, and to the duty impoſed in Great Britain, which 
we eſtimate at about C. 64 per cent. and though allow- 
ed to be drawn back on exportation, in general it ean- 
not be obtained, becauſe the marks put on by the ex- 
ciſemen are frequently defaced in bleaching. 5 

Can the Iriſh ſupply themſelves with cotton wool 
cheaper than our manufacturers can in England? 
Manufacturers. ; 

A. We ſuppoſe they can have no advantage over 

us, but upon a direct importation in freight and in- 


„ : 
| Is there any other material uſed in Wet cotton 


manufacture, in which the Iriſh have an advantage 


over our Manufactures ? 
Manufacturers. 

A. Ves very materially, in linen yarn, which iS the 
growth and manufacture of Ireland, and which of 
courſe muſt be much cheaper to them than to us, and 
of which we buy conſiderable quantities from that 
country. Iriſh and German linen yarn (which is ge- 
nerally dearer than Triſh) is the warp'of all our lower- 
priced, and many of the middle-priced fuſtians—in 
checks, 2 of the Matera 1s Imen yarn, which 1s wholly 


Iriſh. 5 : 
5 | E | Q. Have 
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Q., Have the Iriſh manufactures any MALIK: over 


. the Wal in the price of labour? 


Manufacturers. 

A. We conceive that labour is much cheaper there 
than here, but in what proportion we cannot ſay: 
the Iriſh muſt have a great advantage in the cheapneſs 
of proviſions; beſides being exempt from land tax, and 
exciſe on ſoap, candles, leather, and many other articles, 
while we are burthened therewith; and in ſtamp duties 
upon bills, receipts, &c. &c.—We know they have 


many of our machines already ; and we have no doubt 


they will ſoon have them all. 
| Do not you conceive that the art of ingenuity 
of the Britiſh manufacturer will ſecure to him an ad- 


eG to him in theſe. branches of trade? 


Manufacturers. 

A. Undampted, unchecked, and untaxed, we have 
not a doubt but he vill be equal, if not ſuperior, to 
any other manufacturer in the world. 

Q. If the Iriſh and Britiſh manufacturers in the 
cotton trade were put upon the ſame footing with re- 
ſpect to taxes and bounties, as well internally as upon ex- 


Port from one country to the other, ſhould you have 


any reaſon to bend a competition in the Britiſh 
or Iriſh market ? 

A. If we were put in all theſe reſpects upon equal 
terms, we ſhould not apprehend a competition at either 
market. 

The Committee think it proper, in this place, to 
inform your  Majeftv, that the above witneſſes ſent 
the next day, and deſired to correct their former an- 
ſwers in the ee manner. 

Manufacturers | 

A. If we can, in all reſpetts, be put upon equal terms, 


England and Ireland will naturally ſupply themſelves 


with cotton goods for their internal conſumptions, and 


in foreign markets we ſhall meet upon equal terms,— 


except in America and the Weſt Indies; where Ireland 
will certainly have an advantage in freight and infur- 


ance, excluſive of the very great ſaving ſhe will enjoy 


in the victualling of her ſhips. LE, 
Printers, 
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Printers, 


* 


If we were. put, in all theſe reſpects, 1 upon e 
terms with reſpect to internal as well as external taxes, 


we ſhould not apprehend a competition at either mar- 
Kt © 

The eee having tranſmitted to the above 
gentlemen the following queſtions, ſubjoin the ſame, 
with their anſwers. 

Whether the exportation of cotton goods, print- 
ed or ctherwiſe, to other countries, except Iren has 
increaſed of late, or diminiſhed? ., 

Manufacturers. 9250 | 
Ae With reſpect to the exportation of printed cottons 
and callicoes, we. conceive it may be accurately 
known, by referring to the Cuſtom Houſe books, as 
they were not only entitled to a drawback of. the duty, 
but (as we are likewiſe informed) to a bounty of 24. 
per ſquare yard upon exportation. The exportation of 
fuſtains preyious to the year 1763, was not very con- 
ſiderable; ſince that time, to the firſt of October laſt, 


it has upon the whole kept increaſing, though not 


without fluctutations: notwithſtanding that, we are 


greatly underſold, and have almoſt wholly. loſt ſome 
articles, for which we not long ago had a conſiderable 


demand; but that ingenuity and invention which has 
hitherto ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed our manufactures 
and workmen, had, till that period ſupplied the de- 
ficiency. 

Printers to the Sion Queſtion. f 

The exportation of printed cotton goods did very 
conſideably increaſe in the year 1784; but that increaſe 
will not continue, for the following reaſons. 

On the concluſion of the peace, a great number of 
adventurers to America obtained very extenſive credit, 
and ſhipped large quantities of printed cottons and cal- 
licoes for which no returns has been made. 

From the beſt information, the exports to America, 
in the year 1784, exceeded the conſumption of two 
years. 

The Quantity of Britiſh ni goods that al . 3 
exported this preſent year, muſt be very ſmall; 
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India white callicoes, which were ſold at the laſt ſale, 
and are now ſelling, can be exported from 40 to 50 per 
Cent. lower than Britiſh callicoes.— There are 60,000 
pieces of Eaſt India printed goods now on ſale, which 
uſually ſell from 80 to 100 per cent. lower than Britiſh 
printed goods: from theſe cauſes, we expect almoſt a 
m_ eee of our own manufacture. 
1 of Britiſh printed cottons and ber 
exported to other parts, is very inconſiderable. | 
Meſſrs. Walter and Richardſon were again examined 
on the before mentioned amended anſwer. 125 
Q. You have ſaid; that if England and Ireland were 
put upon equal terms with reſpe& to duties and bounties 
upon their cotton manufactures, they will naturally ſup- 
ply themſelves with cotton goods for their internal con- 
ſumption: do you mean, that the Iriſh manufacturer 
will ſupply the .Iriſh market, and the Engliſh manufac- 
turer the'Eneliſh morket | 
A. We apprehend the Iriſh manufacturer will hive 
the advantage, and may in time even ply the Engliſh 
market, 

If the cotton Wie of Ireland are made 
ſubject to a duty of ten and a half per cent. on importa- 
tion into Great Britain, do you apprehend the Iriſh F 
manufacturer will be able to ſupply Engliſh market to 
the detriment of the cotton trade of this country? 

A. If the cotton trade of this country was protected 
by a duty of 10 2 per cent. upon the importation of cotton 
goods from Ireland into this country, we 'apprehend it 
would be a ſufficient ſecurity to our trade for the home 
conſumption. | 
Mefirs. Walker and Richardſon having tranſmitted to 
the committee a paper, containing information re- 

Ceeived by them fince their former examination, re- 

ſpecting the purchaſe of Iriſh worſted bay yarn 
being cheaper than the like fort ſpun in England, 
l Thought proper here to inſert the ſame, v1z. 

A. The information which they have ſince received 

from Mancheſter is, * ar leaſt 20 per cent cheaper than 


© the bike fort _ in England; which is a ſtriking 
* proof | 
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Fo Which 1s upon an average, 3,890 
Each truſs is 33 heads, or 792 lbs.— the average price 
9 7 00 which is 15 13 d. per Ib. which amounts to * 176, 


4“ Ib. is charged on being exported from Ireland, which 


„ 
proof of the very great advantage the Iriſh lave ver us 
in the price of labour. 

« Thar the number of packs of wart ie yarn, i im- 
ported to Mancheſter from n toy che laſt four 
en were as follows; | C126 340 
« In the Year .19$1 '— — „of 
OA 17 $3 — — %%% 
„ P 1783 — — 1.392 


which averages annually C. 36,079. 6. 3.—Beſides the 


e 2,088 - 


2 od 


Each pack contains 270 "RY 8 : 

i e Total 15510 ibs. 
Average ROY is 18. 10d. per lb. 2 
Total ammont is / 144,317. $. o. for the 4 4 years, 


Iriſh worſted bay yarn imported to Mancheſter, they 
are well informed that a much greater value is import- 
ed into Yorkſhire and to Norwich; alſo conſiderable 
quantities to Exeter, Coventry, Kidderminſter, Wilton, 
Kendal, arid Glaſgow, and ſeveral ws mom of Great 
Britain. | 
An account of the ab of trofſes of linen yarn im- 
ported ro Mancheſter from Ireland, for the four laſt 
« years, which is principally uſed in ſheetines, checks, 
© ſmall wares, printed cottons, printed and check hand- 
Fc kerchiefs, low and middle- priced fannt 8 
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« In the year 1781 — — 3,491. 
e 
«© Do 1783 . 4.532 4 

„ 33543 : 


6e „562 truſſes. 
foo annually, 


* 531. 8. 9. yearly, and upon which a duty of : d per 
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e 4 L. 6,419. 6. 6. per annum. IIIt is here to be re- 
* marked, that this only includes the yarn imported into 
Fc Manchefter ; that very conſiderable quantities are uſed 


ce in Lancaſhire, which do not come to Mancheſter, be- 
« ſides what is imported i into various other parts of this 
c kingdom. 

e Excluſive of the above duty, the Engliſh Manufac- 
te turer is loaded with at leaſt 5 per cent. more than the 


* Triſh Manufacturer, in commiſſion, ah, freight, 


cr &c.“ 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardſon think it mot need- 


leſs to remark, that no non- importation agreement took 


place in any-part of Ireland, except in Dublin ; yet the 
decline of the fuſtian trade from Mancheſter, has for 


ſome time paſt been general roughage the whole of 


_ Kingdom, | wg 
OBSERVATIONS. 


On Britiſh ors imported into Ireland, the duties 
are, if ſtained, about 1 5, the yard ; 30; white, about 8 4. 
the yard, 

On cotton manufactures, and on cotton mixed vich 


linen or filk, the duty is J. 10. 10 f. per cent. on the 


value ; on fuſtiains, the duty is 1 5. 104, the end. On 
the importatian of the foregoing articles into Great- 
Britain, theſe duties ought, according to the propoſed 
plan, to be added to any exciſe or inland duties impoſed 
on ſuch articles. 
Whatever advantage the Iriſh Manufacturer may now 


have on the commiſſion, treight, and inſurance, paid on 
Engliſh cotton manufactures imported into Ireland, as 


ſtared by the evidence, the Engliſh Manufacturer will 


have a like advantage againſt the Triſh, in the conſump- 


tion of the like goods at home. It appears by the Iriſh 
account of imports before ſtated, that the quantity of 
Engliſh. printed callicoes imported into Ireland has rather 


increaſed; and that the cotton and mixed manufactures 
Have been, during the fiye years ſtated in the ſaid ac- 


count, nearly the ſame. The quantity of fuſtians import- 


ed into Ireland from Great - Britain has, during the ſame 


period, 
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period, rapidly decreaſed ; while the export of fuſtians 


from Ireland to America Ha increaſed as follows: 
In the year 1781 — 1,108 yards. 


1782 — None. 
178333 — 24,296 yards. 
2 9 — 47,237 Vans. 


The export of cotton and mixed goods from Ireland to 
America, has alſo increaſed in the following manner: 


In the year 1781 — 145 12 4 Value. 
1784 — 414 7 D 
1783 — 1,148 16 — D 


1784 — 8,319 18 2 D 
The export of cotton manufactures from Ireland to fo- 
reign parts, although not to any great extent at preſent, 
appears to be increaſing. 
In the yeat 1781, the value of cotton and mixed goods 
exported, was C. 11. 14. 8.; and in the year 1783, it 


amounted to J. 427. I. 0. 
It may not be improper to obſerve here, although it 


does not immediately apply to the manufacturing of cot- 
ton, but rather to the printing branch, that the export of 
coloured linen from Ireland to foreign parts, which, in 
the year 1780, was only 5,771 yards, in the year 1783 
was increaſed to 119,628 yards, of which 80,253 yards 
were exported to the United States of America. 


8 1 


Mr. John Merrick, of London, Silk Manuflturr ; 
Thomas Tatlock, Silk Broker, of London ; 5 
Stephen Barbett, of Spittal Square, Silk Manufactu- 
| rer; And 
Manufacturer of Ribband and Silk, 
in Scotland. 
Examined. 
Q. Has there been a conſiderable export of ſilk ma- 


nufactures ſrom this country to Ireland ? | 
A. There has, Q. In 
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3 
Q. In what articles? 


A. Large quantities of ribbends -a. la! modes fat 


tins—gauzes—perſians and ſarfenets—brocades of all 


kinds - plain and figur'd ſattins, and a of other 
articles. 


Q. Has the export of theſe articles increaſed of Jate, | 


or diminiſhed! ? 
A. In general very much diminiſhed, particularly in 
plain and rich goods It has not diminiſhed i in the arti- 


cles of gauzes and figured ribbands. 
To what caufes do you impute this diminution 3 ? 
A. Intirely to the non-importation agreement. 
Can you ſay in what manner the Iriſh have ſup- 
plied themiſchves with goods of the like forts ſince that 
agreement! Jy „ ins 
A. We cannot anſwer that queſtion. - 


Do you know whether the Iriſh have any conſi- | 


deraßle filk manufactures ? 
A. They have abour fifteen hundred manufacturers 
in Dublin. 
Do you know whether their manufadtures are in- 
creaſed of late or diminiſhed ? 
A. Diminiſned laſt year, but we think they are now 


1 N jo again. 
From whence do the Iriſh derive their raw a 


thrown filk uſed in their manufactures? 


A. They have derived their raw and thrown Glk in 
part from Italy, but chiefly from this country; and while 


the preſent drawback ſubſiſts upon thrown and raw ſilk 


exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue. 
Q. Can you ſtate to the Committee what duties and 


drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown ſilk carried 
from this country to Ireland, and upon the like articles 


imported from Italy into Ireland. 

A. The duty upon raw filk imported into this coun- 
try from all foreign countries is 45. 6d. upon the great 
Ib. of 24 0233 and upon the thrown filk, 75. 44, upon the 
Ib. of 16 02%.—There is drawn back upon raw ſilk ex- 
ported from hence to Ireland, 3. 7 per Ib of 24 0zs.— 
There 1s drawn back upon thrown filk exported from 


hence to Ireland, 6s. 64. upon the Ib. of 16 ox, —raw ſilk 


imparted 
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imported into Ireland from England, pays a duty of 

10 d. per great lb.; thrown filk pays 1 5. 9.4. upon the 
Ib. of 16 02%,—raw ſilk imported from foreign countries 
into Ireland, 17 a duty to 1 5. per Ib. of 24. 02s ; thrown 


filk imported rom foreign countries into Ireland, pays 
2.5, O 2 per Ib. of 16 028. | 

As the duties upon raw and thrown filks i import- 
ed directly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower 
than upon the like articles carried through this country 


into Ireland, why do you think the Iriſh wiil come here 


for their raw and thrown ſilk, rather than zimpert it di- 
rectly from foreign countries: ? : 

A. We apprehend 1t 1s principally owing to a dect 
they obtain Here, which they could not ſo cably get from 
Italy. 

Q. Do you 5 that the Iriſh can work up the 


raw material into the like manufactures cheaper than we 


can in Great- Britain? 

A. We apprehend in — they cannot. 

Q. Do you apprehend that the {kill, ingenuity, and 
taſte of the Engliſh manufacturers, will always g give them 


adecided ſuperiority over the. Iriſh in the filk "manufac- 


cure ? 
A. We have no doubt of it; we do not believe they 
have a ſingle pattern drawer. 

"EI the filk manufactures imported 3 Ireland 
into this country were made ſubject to the like duties as 
are now paid upon the ſilk manufactures of the ſame 
forts exported from this country to Ireland, do you think 


the manufacturers of this country would have any reaſon 


to apprehend a competition? 

A. We think the Engliſh manufacturer would have 
great reaſon to apprehend the competition, as the raw 
material is cheaper to the Iriſh ; iz. as 25. are to 7 5. 
44. upon thrown filk, and as 10 5 - d. is to 4-4 6 4. on the 
raw filk. | 

Q. Do you think the Britiſh Manufacturer would 


have any reaſon to apprehend a competition in the 


Britiſh market? 


A. We apprehend there would be reaſon to fear the 
e even in the Britiſh market. We fcar it the 
1 | more, 


| 6 4 ) 
more, becauſe the Iriſh give premiums and bounties to 
their manufacturers, and, the retailers, out of ſums. of 
money voted by the Iriſh Parliament for that purpoſe, 
Me ſtill further apprehend that therewould be great 
- quantities of foreign ſilk manufactures imported through 
Ireland into Great Britain—French velvets, and in ge- 
neral all ſilks, may be imported through Ireland into 
Great Britain, under the duties intended to remain, 
much cheaper than they can be Wrought in Great Britain, 


8 Mr. Tatlock, Silk Broker, 
Mr. Fohn Phillips, of Mancheſter, deputed by the ma- 
i nufacturers of that place, 
James Malo, of London, 
Richard Lee, of Spital Fields, and - 


Thomas Ti n, of London; 


On the ſame Head. 


N What is the nature of the filk goods you manu- 
facture! £5 

A. Silk handkerchiefs of various kinds—handker- 
Chiefs of cotton and ſilk mixed, for women's wear 
goods made of ſilk mixed with linen, and ſometimes with 
cotton, for waiſtcoats; thefe goods are made in great 
quantities in Mancheſter, and likewiſe in London. 

Are large quantities of _ goods exported to 
Ireland * 
A. None, as we believe. 
Q. Are large quantities of theſe goods exported to 
. countries? _ 
A. Yes; to France, Spain, Italy, Flanders, Holland, 
and the Weſt Indies; bur ſtill more to North America. 
Q. Is the export of theſe goods increaſed of late, or 
dimmiſhed ? - 

A. It is decreaſed to foreign European countries, 
but increaſed to America. In conſequence of the peace, 
the trade upon the whole is increaſed. 

Q. Do 7 know whether the Iriſn have any conſide- 
rable manufactures of the goods before mentioned, ? 

| | A, They 
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imported from Italy into Ireland? 


(WW © 
A. They have ſome, but they are not very extenſive ; 
their manufactures of handkerchiefs, we think, has of late 
diminiſhed. _ | | 3 
From whence do the Iriſh derive their raw and 
thrown ſilk uſed in their manufacture? „ 
A. They have derived their raw and thrown filk in 


part from Italy, but chiefly from this country; and while 


the preſent drawback ſubſiſts upon thrown and raw ſilk 
exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue. 
” Q Can you ſtate to the Committee, what duties and 
drawbacks are paid. upon raw and thrown filk carried 
from this country to Ireland ; and upon the like articles 

A. The duty upon raw ſilk imported into this coun- 
try from all foreign countries, is 45. 6 d. upon the great 
Ib. of 24 0z%.; and upon the thrown ſilk, 7 5. 4 d. upon 
the lb. of 16 02%. —There is a drawback upon raw filk 
exported from hence to Ireland, 3s. 7:9. per Ib. of 24 02s. 
there is drawn back upon thrown: ſilk exported from 
hence to Ireland, 65. 6 d. upon the Ib. of 16 025, raw filk 


imported into Ireland from England, pays a duty of 102 d. 


per great lb. Thrown ſilk pays 15. 9 f. upon the Ib. of 
16 02s, —Raw ſilk imported from foreign countries into 
ireland, pays a duty of 15. per Ib. of 24 0zs.—Thrown 
filk imported from foreign countries into Ireland, pays 
25. — 2 d. per lb. of 16 022. . e 

As the duties upon raw and thrown filks imported 
directly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower 
than upon the like articles carried through this country 
into Ireland, why do you think the Iriſh will come here 


for their raw and thrown filk, rather than import it di- 


rect from foreign countries ? 


A. We apprehend it 1s principally owing to a credit 


they obtain here, which they could not ſo eafily get from 


Italy. N | 
Q. Do you apprehend there is any danger of the Iriſh 


being able to work up the raw materials, into the manu- 


factures before mentioned, cheaper than we can in Great 
Britain ? „„ : 
A. It might be ſome time before they can rival us; 


but we apprehend the cheapneſs of labour, and their not 


paying, 


( 46 ) 
paying, as we believe, the ſame duties on the dying 
materials, might enable them, in a ſeries of years, to 
become our competitors, in this trade: and it is the 
more to be feared in Lancaſhire, becauſe the multitude 
of manufactures eſtabliſhed there, has of late greatly 
Increaſed the price of labour. We have great num- 
bers of Iriſh employed in our manufactures, both in 
Lancaſhire and London, who, after havirg gained ex- 
Perience in the trade, return to their own country. 
| * Do you not believe, that the ſkill, ingenuity, 
taſte of the Engliſh manufacture-s, Will ſecure to 
A an advantage in the articles of trade before men- 
tioned? _ 

A.- The eure we are concerned in is of ſo 
Ample a nature, that it depends more on labour than on 
ill. We are poſſeſſed of the advantages ariſing from 
{kill at preſent; but we cannot ſay how long thoſe ad- 
vantapes may laſt. / | 

Q.- If the ſeveral ebe of manufacture before 
mentioned, when imported from Ireland into this coun- 
try, were made ſubje& to the like duties as are now 
Paid upon the manufactures of the ſame ſorts exported 
from this country to Ireland; do you think the manu- 
facturers of this country would have any reaſon to appre- 
Hend a competition ? 4 © ; 

A. We apprehend, that for ſeveral years thre 
would be no reaſon to fear a competition in the home 
market, provided the duties upon raw and thrown ſilk 
were made equal in both countries, and provided ſuch 
goods as are ſubject, when manufactured here, to an 
exciſe duty, were made alſo ſubject to a duty on im- 
portation from Ireland, equivalent to ſuch exciſe duty. 
The duty alſo on dying sbb ſhould be made 

equal. 
| Should you e a competition in the 
foreign market, particularly the American market? 

A. We ſhould not apprehend the competition, if 


the duties on dying materials were made equal. 
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OBSERVATIONS, 


The Committe, upon enquiry, find the manufacturers 
are miſtaken in ſuppoſing the materials for dying are 
ſubject to any conſiderable duties upon importation in- 
to Great Britain few of thoſe articles being ſubject 
to a duty upon import, and that very trifling. = 
By comparing the general import of raw and thrown 


ſilk into Ireland, as ſpecified in the accounts inſerted 


in the appendix, with the import from Great Britain, 


28 before ſtated, it appears, that the 1 import from foreign 


countries is very inconfiderable; but it appears at the 


ſame time, that the import from Great Britain, of thoſe 


articles, has very conſiderably decreaſed. The import 
of wrough filks and ribbands from Great Britain, does 
not appear to have decreaſed ; and that of wrought filk 
mixed with worlted, cotton, and incle, appears to have 
increaſed conſiderably, 


/ 


TS 


IRON, mid IRON Manufactures. 


Mr. Richard Crawfhay, and Markos and Manu- 
Mr. TO. Ty of London „ facturers of Iron; 3 


Examined! 


Q. Is it poſible to carry on any iron manufacture 
with peat fire only? | 

A, Not to any extent. 

Q. Have the Iriſh any conſiderable manufacture in 


5 „iron wares? 


A. They have a very conſiderable one in rods, hoops, 
and nails, which are principal articles; and a variety of 
nw which it would be difficult to enumerate. 

What fuel do the Iriſh uſe in their manufacture? 

A” Pit coal, imported from Great Britain, princi- 

poly from Whitchaven, 


Q. It 


2 1 


( 48 ) 


Q. If the iron manufactures of Great Britain and 
Ireland were made ſubject to the ſame duties upon im- 
portation into each tountry reſpectively; do you appre- 
hend the manufacturers of Great Britain would have 
reaſon to fear a competiton ? 

A. We think * would have no reaſon to fear 2 


competition. 
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Mr. Samuel Walker, of Rotherham, Iron Manufacturer; ; 
Upon the ſame Head. 
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Q. Do you know whether there are any conſider. 
able . of iron in Ireland? | 

A. I believe they have ſome, but nothing very con- 
ſiderable at preſent; we have lately made, according to 
order, iron work and machinery for the purpoſe of ſlit- 
ting and rolling iron, to be employed in the conſtruction 
of a mill, which we underſtand is to be erected in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin. 1 

Q. Do you know if they have any iron ſtone of their 
own? 

A. I never heard that they had, 

. Have they any coal mines ? 

A. I never heard; but they have lately ſent for tools 
and workmen to hore for them, | 

Q. Do you apprehend that any confiderable manu- 
facture in iron could be carried on with peat fire? 

A. TI apprehend not to any great extent. 

, Has the trade from Great Britain to Ireland, 
in iron, manufactures, increaſed of late, or diminiſhed? 

A. It has rather diminiſhed, as J underſtand from 
the neighbourhood of Sheffield. 

Q. If the Iriſty were allowed to export to Great Bri- 
tain their iron manufactures, ſubject to the like duties 

at which ours are now imported into Ireland, would 

there be any reaſon to apprehend. a competition in the 
market of Great Britain ? | 

A. Provided they are obliged to pay the ſame duties 


on the enen of bar iron ian foreign countries 
| | which 
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- 0 49 ) | 
which are now paid in Great Britain, I ſee no reaſo 
ro apprehend a competition, | 


Mr. Mathew Bolton, of Birmingham, 
Jobn Wilkinſon of Broſely, 
Richard Reynolds, of Ketley, 
William Gibbons, of Briſtol, and 
James White, of Birmingham; 


Upon the ſame Head. 


Is there a conſiderable export of iron, or iron 
manufacture, to Ireland from this country? | 

A. The principal import of iron to Ireland is from 
Ruſſia; fome is taken from this kingdom they import 
from this country a greaty quantity of iron ware; as the 
witneſs believes, the greateſt part of what they conſume. 

Has this export of iron, or iron manufucture, 
increaſed of late, or diminiſhed?  _. 

- A. The demand of iron in bars has not of late dimi- 
niſhed, but that of iron manufactured has diminiſhed, I 
believe, confiderably. Their import of iron from Ruſſia 
is rather increaſing. ps 

To what cauſes do you impute the diminution of 
the import of iron manufuctures from hence into Ireland ? 

A. They manufacture a great deal more themſelves ; 
and have it in their power, from the ſmall duty on iron 
imported into Ireland, to manufacture it cheaper for 
| themſelves. They have eſtabliſhed lately at Lucan, near 
Dublin, very conſiderable mills, for rolling and ſlitting, 
as well as forges ; there are other mills in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin. The Iriſh appear at preſent to be giv- 
ing great encouragement to their iron manufactures ; 
and we underſtand they laid, laſt year, a heavy duty on 
wire imported. ; 

Q. Does not the comparative low price of fuel in 
this country give a conſiderable advantage to our manu- 
factures in iron? . 

A. At preſent it certainly does; but we have reaſon 
to believe that there are veins of coal in various parts of 
Ireland, particularly at Drumglaſs; that there are collier- 
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jes near Dungannon, Bally Caſtle, and the neighbour- 
hood of Derry, and the neighbourhood of Kilkenny, and 
at Lough Allen: and five engines, Tent from this coun- 
try, have been lately erected upon ſome of thele collier- 
ies ; one, we know, at Dunnane, and another f 1s erect- 
ing at Drumglaſs. | 

Q. Do you know whether they have iron fone i in 
conſiderable quantities? 

A. We have never known any inſtance of coal being 
found withour iron ore; and, from good authority, we 
underſtand that there is iron ſtone in Ireland. It appears 
in the report of the engineer who was employed in the 
ſurvey of the great canal, that he had diſcovered, in va- 
rious places, various kinds of iron ore, ſome of it of the 
ſame kind as the Sweediſh iron ore, and as good in its 
quality, —Offers have been made to ſome of us, to en- 
gage in making iron in Ireland, by a perſon gone there 
from England, well {killed in collieries and iron works. 

O. Flas the export of iron manufactures to foreign 
parts of late increaſed, or diminiſhed ? * | 

A. There has been a conſiderable increaſe for theſe 


laſt two years, fince the American trade has been again 


opened to us; we do not increaſe in the export of our iron 
wares. to foreign countries in Europe; we apprehend 
rather otherwiſe ; we formerly had 4 very conſidera- 
ble export of nails to Liſbon, but we are totaily deprived 
of that, by the manufactures of Liege and other places, 
which can furniſh them cheaper. | 

Q. Do ou apprehend that the Iriſh have as yet inter- 

fered with you in the American or foreign markets ? 
A. I cannot ſay they have not as yet done it, though 
I have not yet heard that they have. If they continue to 
import bar iron at about . 2 Gs. per ton cheaper than we 
can, they muſt ſoon mival us in the trade, if not ant 
us of it. 

Q. If they can pon Swediſh and Ruſſian iron into 
Ireland cheaper than we can into Great Britain, how 
comes it that they import bar iron in any conſiderable 
quantity from Great Britain ? 

A. Though they pay a ſomething higher duty upon 


foreign iron *mpor rec from this country, together with 


f - two 


52. 3 
two freights, yet theſe diſadvantages are ſuppoſed to be 
counterbalanced by the ciedit they obtain here, which 
they cannot have in Ruſſia, or Sweden by our im- 
porting iron frequently as ballaſt, together with hemp, 


timber, and other commodities, which enable us to ſell 
it much cheaper; and, by the convenience the Iriſh have 
of purchaſing it in ſmall quantities as they want it, and 
thereby carrying on their trade with a much leſs capital. 
Q. Will not the {kill and ingenuity of the Engliſh 
manufacturer ſecure to him great advantages in this 
crade 5:57 none Toe | £4 
A. We have great confidence in the {kill and inge- 
nuity of our manufacturers, which certainly give us great 
advantages; but the vicinity of the two countries enables 
them very readily to adopt any improvements we may 
make ; and if they continue to import bar iron cheaper 
than we can here, there is danger that our manufac- 
turers of iron wares may go and eſtabliſh themſelves in 
Q. If the iron manufactures of Ireland were made 
ſubject to the like duties upon importation into this 
country, as the Engliſh manufactures of the like ſorts 
now pay upon importation into Ireland; ſhould you have 
any reaſon to apprehend a competition in the market of 


Great Britain? 8 | 

A. We ſhould have no reaſon to apprehend the com- 
petition, if the duties upon bar iron upon importation 
into both countries were the fame; but, if the Iriſh are 
to continue to pay leſs than we do upon the importation 


of bar iron, we ſhould have reaſon to apprehend the 


n 


competition. | 

Q. Will not the duties upon the importation of the 
iron manufactures of Ireland into Great Britain, as be- 
fore ſtated, counterbalance the difference that now ſub- 
ſiſts in the duties on the importation of bar iron into 
both countries, as far as reſpects the market of Great 
Britain? 16 l 85 
A. If theſe goods come into Great Britain charged 
with the duty of L. 3. 3. 11. per ton, which was ſettled 
by compact in 1778, we ſhould not fear a competition 
i they are charged with a lefs duty, they will have an 
Re advantage 
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3 * 
advantage equal to ſuch difference, and in ſuch caſe we 
ſhould apprehend a competition. The duty of J. 3. 3. 11. 


ought now to be J. 3. 16. 3. owing to two 5 per cents. 


being added, and the reduction of the diſcounts, which 
is an additional burthen to which the Britiſh manufactu- 
rers of iron are now ſubject. | 


OBSERVATIONS. | 
| The duty upon bar iron imported into Great Britain in 
Britiſh ſhips, 15 J. 2. 16. 1. per ton, and in foreign ſhips 


. 3. 17. 1. per ton; of this duty is drawn back upon ex- 


portation J. 2. 16. 7. on iron imported in Britiſh ſhips, 
and . 2. 13. 7. on iron imported in foreign ſhips :—Bar 
;ron goes therefore to Ireland from Great Britain with a 
duty of 33. 6d. per ton, and is ſubject to a duty on im-. 
ortation into Ireland of 10s. 6d. per ton; fo that Ire. 
and may import bar iron from Great Britain at a duty of 
148. per ton, which is leſs than paid by the Britiſh manu- 
facturer on iron imported in Britiſh- ſhips, by J. 2. 2. 1. 
per ton: And if Ireland imports iron direct from Ruſſta 
and other foreign countries, the duty on importation is 
only 10s. 6d. per ton, which is . 2. 5. 7. leſs than paid 
by the Britiſh manufacturer on iron imported in Britiſh 
ſhips; and no part of the duty paid on importation into 
Great Britain is drawn back on exportation of iron when 
manufactured.— It does not appear, by the foregoing ac- 
count of imports from Great Britain into Ireland, that 
the importation of Iron, either manufactured or in orc, 
has much increaſed or diminiſhed for the laſt five years. 
The import of wire does not appear to have decreaſed 
during that period ; but the duty of 6d. per Ib. impoſed 
by the Iriſh parliament during their laſt ſeſſion, had not 
then taken place. 507 . 
Notwithſtanding the advantages which were ſtated by 
the manufacturers as likely to induce the people of Ire- 
land to import bar iron through Great Britain, in prefe- 
rence to a direct importation; it appears that, in addition 
to the quantity imported in that circuitous manner, Ire- 
3 wr e 
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land has imported directly from foreign countries, on a 
medium of ſeven years, ending the 25th March 1783, 
4, %%% 88 g 


Meſſrs. Claude gectt, | Ea 
" 44-1665. Bd 7 Corn Factors; 
John Vickraſs Taylor, 1 
E Examined. 
Q. Have you read the bill that paſſed in Ireland laſt 


year, for regulating the cora trade of that kingdom ? 
ws ©, ent : 


* 


Q. Do you apprehend that the propoſal that is made 


in it, to admit Britiſh and Iriſh grain and flour to be im- 
ported into each kingdom reſpectively, when the prices 
are lower than thoſe at which a general importation of 
ſuch grain and flour is admitted from foreign countries, 
will be for the advantage or diſadvantage of this country? 

A. Very much to the advantage of this country, be- 


cauſe the Iriſh more frequently want grain and flour from 


this country, than we want it from that; and becauſe a 
partial deficiency in our crops may be made up by a ſut- 
ficient ſupply from Ireland, when a general ſupply from 
foreign countries might be too much, and might diſcou- 
rage agriculture, The Iriſh having prohibited the im- 


portation of flour and ground corn from all countries but 


Great Britain, for the encouragement of their mills, it 
might be a juſt return to them to prohibit in like manner 
the importation of flour and ground corn from any coun- 


try but Ireland; and this would likewiſe operate as an 
- Encouragement to our.mills ; we having mills enough to 


ſupply the greateſt poſſible demand for flour. 

The Committee then defired theſe gentlemen to pre- 
pare ſuch a plan for admitting Iriſh grain and flour into 
this country, as will .corre{pond with the regulations 


made in favour of Great Britain in the bill paſſed laſt 
| | ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion in Ireland. —In N thereto, Meſſts. Scott 
and Taylor have made the following return. 


. London, 22d Feb. 1785. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhps, 1 3 
In obedience to your Lordſhips commands, we have 
turned our attention to the clauſes in the laſt Iriſh corn 
act; and in conſequence thereof, have the honour to ſub- 
mit to your Lordſhips the incloſed account, wherein we 
have ſtated the reſpective prices, weights and meaſures, 
which regulate the importation of corn, flour, and meal, 
into each country, with the neceſſary alterations for pro- 
portioning the prices of England to thoſe of Ireland, as 
near as the different weights and meaſures uſed in each 
country can be brought to correſpond with the ſpirit of 
the ſaid clauſes. 15 | 
We have alſo preſumed to ſubjoin our reaſons for the 
neceſſity of extending the powers of the act of 2 1ſt of his 
preſent Majeſty, to aſcertain, with more accuracy, the 
average prices of grain; which will govern the importa- 
tion into all the ports of this kingdom by one general 
rule, and thereby give proper effect to. the propoſed re- 
ciprocal intercourſe with Ireland, in this article of com- 
merce. | | 
Me have judged it unneceſſary to add any obſerva- 
tions reſpecting the exportation, that being regulated in 
each country by prices and bounties already nearly equal : 
The mode indeed of aſcertaining theſe prices in England 
(except in the port of London) is liable to much abuſe ; 
but as this will very ſoon be brougot under the conſider- 
ation of Parliament, in the bill referred to, which is 
about to be preſented, we forbear to trouble your Lord- 
ſhips farther on the ſubjects. | | 


* 


We have the honour to be 
Your Lordſhips moſt obedient fervants, 


CLAUDE SEOTT, 
JT FE WAYDGOR. 


ACOMPARATIVE STATEME 
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NT of the Prices, Wei 


ghts, and Meaſures by which the Importation of CO RN and 
into GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND is regulated; 55 


1 
5 
1 
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GRAIN. 


With a PLAN for the Importation of IRISH GRAIN into ENGLAND, on the Principles of the laſt Iriſh Corn Act. 


55 ä 3 5 
Ireland admits Importation of Corn from all Foreign 
Parts, as well as from Great Britain, when the 
general Average Prices at Dublin, of the Six Weeks 


preceding the Quarter Seilions, are as follows: 


8. d. Ib 
Wheat — — a 30 o per Barrel of 280 
Rye — — a 260 Do — of 280 
Vhite Peaſe — a 30 o Do — of 280 
Grey Do — — a 18 3 Do — of 280 
Beans — — a 18 3 Do — of 280 
Barley and Malt — a 146 Do — of 224 
Oats _ — a 110 D — of 196 


N. Ireland has prohibited the Importation of all Corn 
or Grain ground into Meal or Flour, except from 
Great Britain. 


Ireland propoſes to admit Britiſh Corn, ground or 
unground, from Great Britain, when the Prices are 
as under aſcertained, in like Manner, and on Con- 


ence to Irith Corn: 


8. d. i 

Wheat — a 27 © r Barrel. 
Rye — — a = 9 15 Do 
White Peaſe — — a 27 © Do 
Grey Do* — —— a 16 3 2 
Beans — — — a 16 3 Lo 
Barley (and Malt) _ a 13 6 DS 
Oats — — A 10 © Do 


* Grey Peas not being an Article either of Food orf 


Commerce in this Country, they are omitted in the 
Calculation, | 


dition, that Great Britain grants the like Prefer- 


N. B. Ireland having directed, that every Barrel of Wheat, Rye, Peaſe, 
and Beans, ſhall weigh 20 Stones, or 280lb. the Quarter of all theſe 


Articles is taken, in the following Calculation, at the Medium Weight 5 


of Engliſh Wheat, viz. 4561b. or 571b. per Buſhel; Barley at 39 alb. 
or 49lÞ. per Buſhel; and Oates at 3oglb. or 38lb. per Buſhel : 


lb. 


8. 8. d. | 
| | 3 Iriſh per Barrel, or 4 6 En. per Quar. of 456 
The Difference in Fa-Y3 , — or 4 6 — of 456 
vourof Britiſh Corn : 
calculated at the \ 2 — or 3 0 — of 456 
Par of Exchange, is, | 1 — or 17 — of 392 
1 — or 1 5 — of 304 


England admits Importation of Corn, ground or un- 
ground, from all Foreign Parts, as well as from Ire- 
land, when the Average Prices are aſcertained, at 
the Time of the Quarter Seſhons, to be as under: 


8 


Wheat — — at 48 per Quarter 
Rye -- — — at 32 
Peaſe — — at 32 
Beans _ — at 32 
Barley (and Malt) — at 24 
Oats — — at 16 


N. B. England allows Corn or Flour to be exportedd 


to Ireland whenever there is an Embargo on the 
Exportation from thence. 


The Englith Ports ſhould therefore open to the Iriſh, 


according to the ſtrict Conſtruction of their Corn 
Act, at the Prices following ; the Differences per, 
Quarter above ſtated being deducted from the eſtab- 
. liſhed Importation Prices: 


But as it appear inconſiſtent for England to allow an Importation of 
Grain, even from Ireland, below the Prices at which ſhe gives a Bounty 
on Exportation, and as Ireland has fixed the Importation of Britiſh 
Corn preciſely where the Bounties on Exportation ceaſe, it would be 
proper tor England to act upon the ſame Principle, and by the ſame 
Rule: —In which Cale the Scale of Prices to regulate the Importation 
of Corn from Ireland will ſtand thus: : 


8. d. 8. | 
Wheat — — at 43 6 per Quarter Wheat — 244 — Subject to a Duty of 3 per 
Rye — — at 27 6 | Rye — a 28 Quarter on Grain, and 24 
3 . 8 = = - gs — . 2 per Quarter Flou 5 ok ee thy 
Barley (and Malt) — at 4 0 Barley and Malt 22 8 with the Duties upon Im- 
Oates — — at 14 7 Oates — a 14 portation into Ireland. 


As the Importation of Foreign Corn at the different Ports of this Kingdom has been regulated by the Prices aſcertained at the Quarter Seſſions; and Experience having 
proved, that the Ports have opened for Admithon of Foreign Corn, when the real Market Prices were below the Import Limits, by falſe and imperfect Returns being made, either 
by Neglect or Pefign ; the Parliament of 21ſt of His preſent Majeſty paſſed an Act for fixing a more accurate Mode of aſcertaining ſaid Prices for the Ports of London, Eſſex, 
and Kent, This Regulation has proved ſo ſalutary and effectual, that it would very much conduce to the Encouragement of Agriculture, if the Powers and Regulations thereof 
were extended to all the Out-Ports. A Bill for that Purpoſe was brought into Parliament in 1783, read twice, and printed: It lay over for Confideration till the next Seſſions, but 
public Affairs that Seſſions, and the ſubſequent Diſſolution, prevented its further Ptogreſs: it is now about to be renewed, and as Ireland has formed her laſt Corn Act upon the 


Model of that Bill, whereby her Ports are either all 


a trong Reaſon in Support of the Meaſure, and therefore preſume to recommend it. 


ſhut againſt Foreign Grain, or all open for the Adm 


London, 22d February 1785. 


iſſion of it, according to the Prices aſcertained at Dublin; we think it 


CLAUDE SCOTT, 
J. v. TAYLOR. | 


. ä 


B R E W UH 


Mr. Robert Barclay, Brewer in Southwark; 
Mr. Foſeph Delafield, from Mr. Whitbread's 
| | Brewery; 


Examined. 


Q. Do you export from this country great quanties 
of Beer to Ireland? ; | 
A. We export Engliſh Porter to the different Ports 
of Ireland, but no other Sort of Beer. The trade export 
about J. Go, ooo worth of it in value in the year; to this is 
to be added, the value of the caſk, which amounts to a- 
bout /. a0, ooo per annum. Our two houſes export near 
4-5th of the whole. | 
. Has this export increaſed of late, or diminiſhed ? 
A. It has diminiſhed in ſome degree. 
To what cauſe do you impute this diminution ?_ 

A. The principal cauſe was owing to a law paſſed in 

Freland in the year 1782, enacting, © That Rn the 


month of June in that year, no porter ſhould be fold 


higher than 3 d. per quart,” though the retail price of 


Engliſh porter was known to be at 49. per quart, by 


which the retailers profit was reduced 105. 8 d. per hogſ- 
head. This law was much reſiſted by the Iriſh; and 
roved, as we are informed, in ſome degree ineffeQual. 
he law was made to continue for three years, and will 
expire next midſummer.—Another cauſe was, that they 
altered their duties in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament upon 
Beer, and thereby impoſed an additional duty of 5 s. per 
hogſhead; and by this, and other duties, they equalized 
the duty on Engliſh Beer imported to their own inland 
exciſe on beer. This law is, we apprehend an annual 
law. | „ | 
Q. What is the charge of carrying an Engliſh barrel 
of porter from hence to Ireland? | = 
A. The charges from hence, conſiſting of freight, 
inſurance, and merchants commiſſion, amount to about 


45. per 


* 
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drawback. | 

O. Is there any, or what 8 of the Ss on 
beer exported to Ireland? | 

A. We receive a drawback of the whole duty of 8 5. 

er barrel on beer; and occaſionally a bounty of 15. per 
3 when the price of barley is at or under 245. per 
quarter. 
Have you any allowance for the duty on malt 
made uſe of in the Beer exported to Ireland? 

A. We have no allowance, but there remains a duty 
of 65. 6d. per quarter on all ſuch malt; whilſt malt ex- 

orted to Ireland pays no duty, and even receives a 
eee of 25. 6d. per quarter, when the price of barley 
is under 25. per quarter: this bounty is equal to the 
whole charge of freight of malt to Ireland, and thereby 
affords the Triſh brewer a net profit of 65. 64. per quar- 
ter, or C. 20 per cent. on Engliſh malt uſed in Ireland, 
compared with the London price: and this may make a 
difference of about 25. 67. per barrel on beer. There is 
a difference in the Engliſh and Iriſh barrels ; ; the Iriſh is 
of 32 gallons, and the Engliſh of 36 gallons, 

| What advantage has the Iriſh brewer by the draw- 
back on hops exported from hence to Ireland ? 

A. The Iriſh brewer has a drawback of the whole 
duty paid here, being one penny per pound, with three- 
5 per cents. upon it. 

O. What advantage does that give him on the beer 
brewed there? 

A. The quantity of hops is in general in proportion 
to the time the Beer is intended to be kept: It is on this 
account impoſſible preciſely to anſwer that * but 
they certainly have an advantage. 

Q. When the price of barley i in this country is under 
225, per quarter, ſo as to receive a bounty upon export, 
do you find that your export of beer to Ireland dimi- 
niſhes? | 
A. We do not find that it makes any alteration in the 
demand for Ireland. 

O. If beer brewed in Ireland was allowed to be import- 
ed into A ſubject to duties equal to the exciſe du- 

en 


| ( 58 ) 
ties payable on ſuch beer brewed in England, would the 
Engliſh brewer have any reaſon to apprehend a competi- 
tion in the market of England? | 
A. From the preſent ſtate of the brewry in both coun- 
tries, we apprehend there would be no material competi- 
tion, eſpecially in the article of porter. But if ſkilful 
brewers ſhould remove from hence to Ireland, induced 
from the preſent advantages of procuring and manfactur- 
ing Engliſh malt and hops, free from thoſe duties paid by 
the Englith brewers, as well as from the low price of la- 
bour in Ireland, it is very probable a dangerous competi- 
tion might in time atiſe, unleſs Iriſh beer imported into 
this country -ſhould not only pay our inland exciſe on 
beer, but alſo a further duty, proportionable to the duties 
paid in England on malt and hops; on both of which, 
the duties are drawn back on exportation to Ireland, and 
even a bounty given on malt-when barley is under 225. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The duty now payable on beer and ale imported into 
Ireland, is 45. 1d. per barrel of 32 gallons. Iriſh beer 
and ale imported into England, ought to be made ſubje& 
to a duty on the Engliſh barrel equal to the foregoing, 
and to the Exciſe duties on beer and ale, and on the ma- 
terials uſed in making it; and duties ſhould be impoſed 
on Iriſh beer or ale imported into Scotland, equal to the 
foregoing Iriſh duty, and to the Fxciſe duties payable in 
Scotland on beer and ale brewed in that country, and on 
the materials uſed in making it there. 5 

It appears by the foregoing accounts of imports from 
Great Britain into Ireland; that the quantity of beer and 
ale imported from Great Britain into Ireland, has not, 
during the laſt four years, diminiſhed; it was confider-. 
ably lels in the year 1780. 


POT. 


. 5 c 59 7 


P 9 T T E R v. 


dae | Mr. 7 Byerley, 
- Examined, 


2 Þ Are you a partner of Mr. Walt! 1 

A. No; but the ſole director of Mr. Weed 8 
manufacture i in town. 

Is there any quantity of earthen ware or pottery 
ped from Great Britain to Ireland ? 

There are great quantities, principally of the uſe- 
01 kind. 

oo, Do you mean of the white ware or the Queen's 
ware ? 
A. Principally of the Queen' 8 ware; ; the white e 
is a good deal out of uſe. | 

O. Has the exportation of earthen ware to Ireland 1 in- 
creaſed of late, or diminiſned? | 
A. I cannot ſpeak of my own: knowledge: but will 
' procure an anſwer, and an account of the cauſe of ſuch 1 in- 
creaſe, or diminution, as it may happen to be. 

O. Has the export of Britiſh earthen ware to foreign 
countries increaſed of late, or diminiſhed ? 3 
A.  Itiihas conſiderably increaſed within theſe twa 
years, principally in the uſeful branches. I believe it has 
increaſed in all the earthen manufactures of the kingdom, 
as they make greater antes, wenn before am ſure it 

has in our W n. 

O. Can you ſay to what countries it hal S increaſed: 

A. Principally to the Ports of the Med 'terranean and 
| Spain ;—during the war, the freights were ſo high it could 
not be ſent there. 

To what countries is hour g greateſt exportation? ? 
© T4 Germany. 

Q. Do you know that there are any potteries eſtabliſh- 
ed in Ireland? 


A. I never heard of any in Ireland till yeſterday, when a 


a dealer in earthen ware told me they did make ſome 
* ware there. 
Q 18 


? „ 


Is it not the cheapneſs of fuel one of the moſt eſ- 
ſential circumſtancies towards carrying on the Pottery ? 

A. It is one of the moſt eſſential. 

O. Is there any material furniſhed from this country 
efſeatial for carrying on the pottery, which cannot fo well 
be got in any foreign country, particularly in Ireland? 

A. The eſſential articles are pipe clay and flints. I 
never heard they had any pipe clay in Ireland; but we 
now import flint ſtones from thence, | 
Q. To what cauſe do you impute the ſuperiority that 
England has of late years obtained over every other 
country in Europe, in her potteries; — to the advantages 
ariſing from cheapneſs of fuel, or to the chan 6 or ex· 
cellence of materials, or to ſkill? - 


l apprehend it cannot be ſolely owing, to che | 


cheapneſs of fuel, nor to the cheapnels or excellence of 
the material, though theſe are certainly important arti- 


cles: I impute it principally to ſkill. We bring ſeverl of 


the materials, at great expence, to Newcaſtle-under-Lane, 
where our manufactures flouriſh ſo much. 


What are the duties and charges upon earthen . 


ware exported to Ireland? 

A. Five per cent. in carrying it from our potteries to 
N and putting it on ſnhip- board; to this muſt be 
added freight, inſurance, port re landing in Ire- 
land, and the duty there. 

Q. It the pottery or earthen ware of Ireland was allow- 
ed to beimported into Great Britain, ſubject to the ſame 

duties las are paid on the like wares imported into Ireland 
from hence, do you think that the Britiſh potteries would 
have any reaſon to apprehend a competition? 

A. 1 hope I ſhall be excuſed TIO 4 e 


dy. e 


Mr. To 4 . 


Potter to Her Majeſty; ; . 


legated by the Potters pf 
Staffordſhire, to ſpeak in 
their Names, as well as his 
cn. | | 
| On the ſame Head; 
1 F Examined. 


I 
— 


% 3. 

| Examined. 

Is there any quantity of earthen ware or pottery 
8 from Great Britain into Ireland ? - 

A, Thete are great quantities, er e of the 010 ä 

ful kind. : 


Has the exportation of earthen ware to Ireland in- 
created of late, or diminiſhed ? | 

A. It has increaſed very much. | 7 

„ What are che OT of ſending earthen ware to 
Ireland! eee $403 2 

A. About 71 per cent. upon the value of common 
uſeful ware, from our potteries to Liverpool; and my 
from liverpool to Ireland nearly the ſame. 

Q. At what do you eſtimate the duty in Ireland upon | 
earthrn ware imported from Great Britain, g r to 
the real value of ſuch earthen ware? 

A. The duty is 15 per cent. upon the value, two. 
per cents. upon that 15 per cent. and one p per cent. 
upon the two 5 per cents: this, together with the port 
charges and Cuſtom Houſe fees, we eſtimate at nearly 20 
per cent. upon the value of ſuch earthen ware. This in- 
formation I received from the perſon who has the largeſt 
concern in ſending earthen ware from the pottereis in 


Staffordſhire into Ireland. 


Q. Has the export of Britiſh earthen ware t0 foreign 
countries of late, increaſed or diminiſhed ? 

A. It has lately greatly increaſed, notwithſtanding the 
duties and prohibitions laid on it in foreign countries; 
and making its way into Turkey, for the uſe of Turkiſn 


families, and into other new markets. 


Q. Do you know goon -any pers are. eſtabliſhed 
in Ireland? 
A. They have none of any conſequence: In the year 
1784, a pottery was begun at Dublin, in imitation of our 
ueen's ware. They procured workmen from the pot- 


— — 


teries in Staffordſhire, and patterns from Mr. Wedgwood's 


warehouſe in Dublin: the Dublin ſociety took this pot- 


tery under their patronage, giving, J. 150. for the firſt 


table ſervice made of it, and a premium of one- third on 
the value of all goods made there. The undertaking, 


however, was ſoon given up; but from recent circum- 
= ſtances 


( 62 ) 
| ſtances, ew? is reaſon to believes that it will be revived 
again, eſpecially as they have been ſo ſuccesful in rivalling 
this country in manufacturing of Glaſs, having now nine 
flouriſhing Glaſs Houſes, every one of which has been 1 in- 
troduced and eſtabliſhed ſince the duty laid here upon 


SE 
Q: Have the Iriſh materials neceſſary for eſtabliſh- 


ing potteries, or can they eaſily procure them? 

A. They have, as I believe, moſt of the materials for 
that purpoſe. 

Q. To what do you particularly impute the preſent 


ſuperiority of the Britiſh earthen ware. 
A. The revolution in our favour was brought about 


by the invention of ſeveral new ſpecies of earthen ware, 
never made before in this or any other country; and has 
been greatly promoted ſince, by the {k:ll and ingenuity of 
thoſe concerned in this buſineſs, co-operating with the 
cheapneſs and excellence of the uſeful ſorts; and by the 
encouragement received ſince the year 1763, from the 
patronage of their majeſties and the public. 

Q. If the pottery or earthen ware that may be made in 
Ireland was allowed to be imported into Great Britain, 
ſubject to the ſame duties as are paid an the like wares im- 
ported from hence into Ireland; do you thiok the Britiſh 
potterics would have any reaſon to eee a competi 


tion. 
„ e certainly ayprehend, that there might be danger 


of a competition in time, in their own and every foreign 
market. I ſhould think we were ſafer if earthen ware was 
allowed to be imported free of all duties into both coun- 
tries; becauſe the Iriſh would not have then ſo much en- 
couragement to begin ta ſet up pottexics, or to eſtabliſh 


them to any extent. 
Should you, in the caſe ſtated in the laſt queſtion, 


have reaſon to apprehend a competition in the Britiſn 


market? 
A. If the Iriſh potteries ſhould once be eſtabliſhed to 


an extent, it is probable they may invent ſomething new, 
which we are not in poſſeſſion of; and in that, and in, 
other caſes which cannot now be foreſeen, they may ſend 


their earthen are do chis market 
i by F Q. Should 


— r — — — — — 22 re 
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( 63 ) 
O0. Should you, in ſuch caſe, have reaſons to-appre- 
hend a competition, in the ſale of the uſeful ware, in the 
Britiſh markets? 5 | | 
A. TI ſhould apprehend we ſhould have leaſt to fear in 
the fale of the cheaper articles; perhaps nothing at all in 


the uſeful: if they ſhould invent an thing, we ſhould 


have reaſon to apprehend a competition ? | 
Q. Are not the ſkill and ingenuity which our manu. 


facturers already poſſeſs, great advantage in our favour? 


A: They are very grate advantages, and would be 
fill greater, if they were not ſo liable to be carried, along 
with our workmen, into our own. | 8 

Mr. Wedgwood tranſmitted to the Committee the an- 

ſwer to the following queſtion, which he could not 

take upon himſelf to anſwer, till he had conſulted 
the manufacturers in Staffordſhire. 

'Q, What is the proportion of earthen ware exported 
from Great Britain to 3 parts, including Ireland, 


compared to the whole of the manufacture? 


A. From the beſt information I can obtain, at a ge- 
neral meeting of the potters, a proportion not leſs than 
five-ſixths of the whole of our manufacture of earthen 
ware is exported to foreign parts, including Ireland under 
defcription. — The manufacturers were at this meetting 
unanimous in opinion, that it is not leſs than five-fixths, 
but ſome thought it to be much more; I was afraid of 
over-rating this export when the queſtion was aſked me, 
and my buſineſs nip, ſo much in the retail line, in ſerv- 
ing Engliſh families, I could not be fo competent a judge 
of it as thoſe potters who are more in the export buſineſs; 
but I am convinced I under-rated it much, and upon ex- 
amining my own books, nothwithſtanding the proportion 
of my home conſumption is ſo much greater than that of 


the other potters, I find that the goods I ſell for exporta- 


tion exceeded thoſe for home confurgption in the propor- 
or 2009050 48. „„ 1 


640 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The duty on earthen ware imported 0 988 | 


Britain into Ireland, as ſtated in the foreign account 
of imports into that kingdom, is J. 15. 15. for every 
L. 100 value.—By the ſame account it appears, that there 
was a general increaſe of the importation of earthen 
ware into Ireland from this kingdom, during the years 
1781, 1782, and 783,7 which has declined in the year 


1784. 


* 


SOAP and CANDLES. 


Jobn Lees, Eſqiure, 
the Accountant General, 


and one of the Surveyors 
of Excite ; 


Examined, 


Q. Is it ſuppoſed, that any conſiderable quantities. 
of ſoap and candles are clandeſtinly unported from | 


Ireland into Great Britain ? 

A. It is ſuppoſed, that conſiderable quantities are; 
particularly into Briſtol and its neighbourhane, and the 
Welſh coaſt. 

Q.: What are the exciſe duties on ſoap, candles, 
and ſtarch? :- 

A. The exciſe. on hd ſoap. are 214. per Ib. ; on 
ſoft ſoap, 13 per Ib.; on ſtarch, 3d. per Ib. and 15 per 
cent. which, together, amaunt to about 34 per Ib. 
On candles ication: eandles, 143d. per Ib. no per cent. 
—on wax and ſpermaceti, 3d. per Ib. and 15 per cent.; 
which, in the whole, amounts to nearly 3 4d. per Ib. 
| Meſſrs. 


(1.085) 


Neis George and Fefſey Nel, 
hard and oft ſoap makers, 


Joſe p Fry, of Briſtol, 
ſoap maker and tallow chandler, 


of biteburch and Skinney, 
| ſoap makers; and 


Samuel ere and Nathaniel Child, 
tallow chimilers ; . 


Apen the ſame head. 


Is there any great quantity of en imported 
from Ireland into this country? | 

A. Certainly, great quantities every year, and par- 
ticularly to Briſtol, Liverpool, and Lancaſter ; very 
little to the. port of London; the 1 pe of tallow there 


is chiefly from Ruſſia. 
Q. Do we export to Ireland ſoap and les ? 


A. None. 
Is there any import of ſoap and candles from 


kla into Great Britain? 


A. None that pays duty; but great quantities arc 
certainly ſmuggled into all the weſtern counties of Eng- 


land and Wales; and from thence, by inland navigation 


into other countries. | 
If Iriſh ſoap and candles were to be made ſub- 


ject to the ſame duties upon importation into Great 
Britain, as ſoap and candles manufactured in Great 
Britain pay at preſent, and thoſe duties were ſtrictly 
collected; ſhould you .have any reaſon to apprehend a 
competition in the market of Great Britain? 

A. With reſpect to hard ſoap, we ſhovld have no 
reaſon to apprehend a competition, if the manufactures 
of the two countries were put on an equal footing in 
all reſpects; we have no objection, therefore, to equal 
duties upon importation of ſuch ſoap.— But the Iriſh 
have a duty of 15. 64. per Cwt. on their tallow exported, 
to which their manufacture of courſe will not be ſubject. 


We have allo a duty of 35. 24 per Cwt. on barilla, 


which the Iriſh do not pay, for they import it duty 
tree, as an article uled in bleaching their linen, —Ic is 
true, 


K 6&3. 


true, that in the country, wood aſhes are ſometimes. 


uſed inſtead of barilla; but then the duty on the ſea 
ſalt, neceſſarily uſed with ſuch aſhes, is equal to the 


duty on barilla (when employed) and the Iriſh pay 


but a very ſinall duty on ſea ſalt uſed in this manfac- 
ture. — We import allo from other countries, and pat- 
ticularly from Iteland, great quantities of kelp, which 
is a neceſſary ingredient in the ſoap manufacture; 
and on this we pay, when imported from Ireland, a 
duty of about 168. 6d. per ton; to which likewiſe che 


Iriſh manufacturer cannot be liable. If we import it 


from other countries, we pay ſtill a higher. duty. It 
is true, however, that a great quantity of kelp is made 
in Great Britain, particularly in Scotland, which pays no 
duty. The Iriſh alſo have Britith coal upon a lower 
duty than is paid here, when it is water borne to any 


part of Great Britian, particularly to London. All theſe 


charges we conſider as equal to an additional duty ef 
at leaſt 25. 6d. per Cwt. upon hard ſoap.— When it is 
made of olive oil, which the ſort uſed in the woollen 
manufacture principally 1 is, the duty is ſtill heavier, and 
will add another 7s. Per. Cwt. in favour of the Iriſh, 
if they pay no duty on olive oil Af therefore theſe. bur⸗ 
thens are to remain on our we do E poo A 
competition? 

With regard to ſoft ſoap; none that we know of is ma- 
nufactured in Ireland (they import it from Holland ;) 
but if there ſhould! hereafter be any manufacturad there, 
the Iriſh would have an advantage 1n the price of pot and 
pearl aſhes, as we pay a duty of 15. 6d. per barrel, or Sd. 
per cwt. on thoſe articles, which they impor: duty free; 
and if olive oil ſhould be uied, it will be a turther WM 
upon us. 

Mr. 75 7 ee Child and Mr. 2 Bare, Tatlow 
Chandlers, again attending, the queſtion before 

put to them being repeated, as far as the lame re- 
ſpects Candles; viz. 

Q. If Iriſh candles were to be made ſubject to the 
ſame duties upon importation. into Great Britain, as can- 
dles manufactured in Great Britain pay at preſent, and 
theſe duties were * collected; ſho old * have any 

reaſon 
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0) 
reaſon to apprehend a competition in the marker of Great 
Britain? 

A. We think we ſhould have reaſon to dens a 
competition, unleſs ſuch an additional duty was laid on 
the Iriſh manufacture of candles on | importation into 
Great Britain, as will counterbalance the diſadvantage the 
Engliſh. manufacturer will in ſuch caſe labour under, viz. 


The Engliſh manufacturer pays his duty at the time of 


mak ing his candles, which is generally ſix months previous 


to the fale of them: The Iriſh will pay it only on impor- 4 


tation; and this diſadvantage we eſtimate at a halfpenny 

dozen, or C. 2 3 per cent. the difference in 1 is 22d. 
per doz. upon the whole 3 f per dozen. 

„Are "hs Iriſh candles as well emunufactured as ours? 

A Not in general they make very er mould 


candles for the ſupply of Dublin and Cork. 


O. Has the trade from hence in candles and "I to 
North America and the Weſt Indies increaſed of late, or 


eee ? 
It has certainly. very much decreaſed ſince the 


Sis! Vos in 1778, in both articles, - 
Q. To what cauſes do you impute this dlvevenſs? 
A. We impure it to the poſſeſſion the Iriſh have 
now got of that trade—we export but very few candles 
now to the Weſt Indies. | 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The duty on tallow candles imported into Ireland from 


Great Britain, is not mentioned in the foregoing account 


of imports; but from Eaton's book of rates, it appears 
to be nearly one half penny per Ib. — The duty on ſoap 
appears, by the foregoing account on importation from 
Great Britain into Ireland, to be gs. 5 4.4 the hundred 
weight. Theſe duties ought to be added bs our exciſe duties 
on ſoap and candles. — There can be no pretence to inſiſt on 


The Iriſh taking off any duty they may have impoſed on 


their tallow, when exported ; they have a right to a pre- 


_ ference in the manufacture of: their own raw materials.— 


The * on Kelp, except of France, 1s the fame from 
* 


6 


Ireland as from any other country. Pot and pearl aſhes, 
from the Britiſh Colonies, and from the United States of 
America (from whence large quantities are imported) 
are at preſent duty free. 

The export of candles and ſoap from Ireland to Ame- 
rica, according to the account of Iriſh exports to Ame- 
rica, appears to be a very increaſing trade. The export 
of ſoap and candles to foreign countries is conſiderable, 
but does not appear to have varied much in the laſt 
ſeven years. | 

The Committee having thus laid before your Majeſty, 
the information they have received; and having ſtated 
ſuch obſervations as appeared to them to be neceſſary, for 
the purpoſe of explaining the accounts, and pointing out 
any miſtakes in the evidence given; it is their duty now, 
in obedience to your Maejeſty's commands, to offer their 
opinion on the firſt queſtion referred to them; that 1s,— 
On the propriety of reducing the duties payable in Great 
Britain on the importation of goods, the growth and ma- 
nufacture of Ireland, to the ſame rate as the duties pay- 
able in Ireland, on the importation of the like goods, 
the growth and manufacture of Great Britain. And the 
Committtee think it right to begin by obſerving, that 
ſince the conſtitution of Ireland has been put on its pre- 
ſent footing, it is not probable that the people of that 
kingdom will reſt ſatisfied with the ſame ſyſtem of com- 
merce that ſubſiſted before that alteration was made; for 
though the parliament of Ireland, in their laſt ſeſſion, re- 
jected the duties that were propoſed for the 
protection of their woollen manufactures, they im- 
poſed duties on four other articles of Britiſh commerce; 
viz. on refined ſugar, on beer, wire, and painted callicoes; 
for the expreſs purpoſe of encouraging their trade in theſe 
ſeveral articles. 

And it appears, that the Two Houſes of Parliament of 
Great Britain, were of opinion, that in conſequence of 
the change made in the Iriſh conſtitution, ſome new ar- 
rangement would be neceſſary: — For, on the 17th of 
May 1782, after having reſolved, that an act made in the 
ſixth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George 
the Firſt, intituled © An Act for the better ſecuring the 
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„ dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland, upon the 
te Crown of Great Britain,” ought te be repealed ; they 
came immediately to the following reſolution. — 


« RESOLVED, 


6 That it is indiſpenfible to the intereſts and happineſs 
* of both kingdoms, that the condection between them 
5 ſhould be eſtabliſhed by mutual conſent, upon a ſolid 
ce and permanent baſis.” | 


The preſent queſtion is not therefore, whether the ſy- 
ſtem of commerce, on which your Majeſty has required 
the opinion of the Committee, 1s better or worſe than 

that which "exiſted before the change made in the Iriſh 
conſtitution ; but, whether it is better or worſe than that, 
which, if ſome agreement 1s not made, is likely now to 
take place. „„ „ 

It appears to the Committee, that in arranging the 
commercial intercourſe in future between the two king- 
doms, there are but three plans, that can. poſſibly be 
adopted. : | . 

Firſt, That the ports of each kingdom ſhould be open 
to goods, the growth and manufacture of the other, * 
from all duties, except thoſe of exciſe, and other inter- 
nal duties. 1 | | 

As there are certainly articles of commerce, in which 
each country has a decided advantage, it is probable that 
ſuch a plan would occaſion the ruin of many of your 

* Majeſty's fubjects in Great Britain and Ireland, and intro- 
duce an immediate convulſion in the commerce of the 
two kindoms. | | 5 

The Second plan is, that each kingdom ſhould for the 
future proceed in making ſuch regulations, and impoſing 
uch duties on the importation of goods, the growth or ma- 
nufacture of he other, as their reſpective legiſlatures ſhall, 
in their wiſdom, think neceſſary for the protection and im- 

provement of their own commerce. This plan, which will 
probably be followed, if ſome agreement is not made, 
will be the ſource of perpetual diſſentions will neceſſa- 
rily tend to ſeparate each country farther from e 
and, 


C7913 
and, in a courſe of years, will place them, in their com- 
mercial relation to each other, in the ſtate of foreign 
countries. 1; LE 
The Third plan 1s, That the two kingdoms agree on 
certain moderate duties, to be impoſed on the importa- 
tion of goods, the growth and manufacture of the other; 
ſuch as will fecure a due preference in the home market, 
to the like articles of its own growth and manufacture; 
and yet leave to the ſiſter kingdom, advantages, though 
not equal to its own, yet ſuperior to thoſe granted to any 
foreign country.—The duties now payable on Britiſh 
goods imported into Ireland, ſeem, by their moderation, 
as well adpated to anſwer this purpoſe, as any that could 
be deviſed; but to make this ſyſtem complete, there 
ſhould be added proper regulations with reſpect to boun- 
ties in future, and with reſpect to the duties on raw ma- 
terials, imported into each kingdom. 
It is, in the judgment of the Committee, a great re- 
commendation of this plan, that if it ſnould now be car- 
ried into execution, and become the ſyſtem, to which 
both countries ſhall be bound hereafter to conform, it 
will ſecure them in future from thoſe unpleaſant conteſts, 
to which, in purſuit of their reſpective intereſts, they 
may otherwiſe be expoſed; and your Majeſty, as ſove- 
reign of the two kingdoms, will be relieved from the diſ- 
agreeable ſituation of having laws preſented to you, by 
their reſpective Houſes of Parliament, for your royal aſ- 
ſent, which, though beneficial to one of your kingdoms, 
may in their operation be highly detrimental to the inte- 
reſts of the other. | | | 
The Committee humbly take leave to refer your Ma- 
jeſty to the information given by the merchants and ma- 
nufacturers for what relates to the particular branches of 
commerce, in which they are reſpectively engaged, and 
to the obſervations made thereon. They think it rights 
however in general to obſerve, that the duties intended to 
be impoſed, according to the propoſed plan, on the im- 
portat:on into Great Britain of goods, the growth and 
manufacture of Ireland, appear to them to be a ſufficient 
preference in the home market, which 1s the only object 
at preſent to be conſidered ; for Ireland as well as Great 
| | Britain 


— — * 1 


. „„ 
Britain has already a right to ſupply its own market, and 
the markets of foreign countries, with any goods of its 
growth and manufacture, ſubject only to ſuch duties and 
reſtrict ions as its own legillarure ſhall think proper to 
impoſe. 

The duties impoſed by this plan on woollen goods im- 

rted from Ireland, will be lower than thoſe on any 
other article of Iriſh growth or manufacture, being about 
ſix-pence per yard on old drapery, and two-pence on 
new; which is, on an average, not more than five per 
cent. and yet the merchants and manufacturers in this 
branch of commerce, whom the Committee have examined, 
appear by their evidence to have very little apprehenſion 
of a competition. The duties on the importation of all 
other goods of the growth and manufacture of Ireland 
into this kingdom, will, according to the propoſed plan, 
be at leaſt C. 10 per cent. and on 1 fome articles conſider- 
ably more, which, with the charge of frieght, inſurance, 
commiſſion, and port charges, will, in the judgment of 
the Committee, be amply ſufficient to ſecure a due pre- 
ference to the ſubjects of Great Britain in their own mar- 
ket ; eſpecially if we add, to what has been already men- 
cone the ſkill of eſtabliſhed manufactures, and the ad- 
vantages ariſing from long credit and great capitals. And 
it ought to be conſidered, that if the Iriſh ſhould be able 
to extend their trade in ſome branches of manufacture, 
which will probably at firſt be of the inferior kinds, 
where labour rather than ſkill is required, the Britiſh tra- 
der will in return have his advantage in the ſuperior ar- 
ticles of manufacture; for which, by his ſkill and expe- 
rience he may be better qualified ; which advantage the 
propoſed plan will ſecure to him againſt non-importation 
agreements, or any new laws that might be otherwiſe 
made to his detriment. And as the people of Ireland in- 
creaſe in wealth, in conſequence of the extenſion thus 
given to their commerce, the ſubjects of Great Britain 
will neceſſarily derive advantages from it, by the larger 
fale of thoſe cammodities in which they particularly 
excel. 

The Committee have alſo taken into conſideration the 


fecond queſtion referred to them by your Majeſty, viz. 
What 


5 ( 4 

— What preferences are now given to the importation of 
any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture of Ire- 
land, by any duty on prohibition on the importation, 
uſe, or ſale of the like articles from foreign parts; and 
how far it may be the intereſt of Great Britain in future to 
continue or to alter the fame. 5 

For their information on this head, the Committee 
called for the two following accounts, which have been 
preſented to them by the Commiſſioners of your Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms in England. 

On conſidering the ſeveral articles of Iriſh growth and 
manufacture, to which, according to the foregoing ac- 
counts, preferences are given, it does not appear to rhe 
Committee that there 1s any reaſon at preſent for altering 
the ſame : According to the true principle of reciprocity, 
the Iriſh ought to grant the ſame bounty on Britiſh linen 
exported from Ireland, as is now paid on Iriſh linen ex- 
ported from Great Britain. It would be very inconve- 
nient, and even detrimental to the commerce of Great Bri- 
tain, in its intercourſe with foreign nations, to ſay, that 
theſe preferences ſhould at no time, and in no reſpect be 
altered ; but the Committee are of opinion, that ſome 
ſufficient preference ſhould always be given to the forego- 
ing articles, being the growth or manufacture of Ireland, 
on their importation, ule, or ſale in Great Britain. 
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An AC COUNT of Articles, of the Growth, Pro- 
duce, or Manufacture of Ireland, which, on Expor- 

tation from hence, have Preferences above. thoſe be- 
ing the Growth or Manufacture of F 1 Countries. 
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Linen the . which ſhall be ex- 

ported from Great Britain to Africa, America, Spain, 

Portugal, Gibraltar, the Iſland of Minorca, or the Eaſt 
Indies. 


Bounty. 
For e every Vard of "HY of the WE of 
25 Inches, or more, and under Value of 
Sad. per Yard — — — — 
Of the Value of 5d. and under the Value 
of 6d. per Yard — — — —1 
Of the Value of 6d. and 1 if the Value 
of 1s. 6d. per Yard — — — —14 
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Cuſtom Houſe, London, 
3d Feb. 1785. 


IS. 


” (73: 7] 
An AC C O UNT of ſuch Articles, the Produce or Manufacture of 7 RELAND, 


as are favoured in the Duties on Tmportation from thenee. 
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DUTIES, being the Produce of 
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Note. In Sims and Frewen's Book of Rates, Page 373, is a Liſt of Goods 
| prohibited to be imported for Sale, except made and wrought 
lb Ireland - to which add Flannel 8 : 7 
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Prohibited 


Accordingto 
thereſpective 
Species. | 
27 10 — 


| Free 


until 20th of June 1785, 


and from thence to th 


End of the then next Seſ- 


Ireland. France. 
Bacon, the Cwt. — — — —— —— — — Free 216-3 
OW EI * — Free Prohibited 
Butter, the Barrel — —— — — — „ Free  - ww IS 2 
Calve Skins—Raw or undrefſed—the Skin — — ä 35995 — Free 5 
Cattle ee 3 — — Free Prohibited 
Cable and Cordage, or Rope, tarred or untarred, — the Cwt. — — — — Tree n 
Flax, dreſſed or wrought — the Cwt. — — — — — Free I 
Hemp, rough or undreſſed — the Ct. — — — — — Free 3 
Iriſh Hemp imported directly from Ireland, * 
24th June 1779, and 24th June 1786 — is allowed a Bounty of £. 8 per Ton 
between the f zath June 1786, and 24th June 1793 — is allowed a Bounty of C. 6 per Ton 
24th June 1793, and 24th June 1800 — is all wed a Bounty of C. 4 per Ton * 
Hemp and Flax, and all Manufactures thereof, made in Ireland, and imported d rectly from thence (except ſuch Canvas or 
Sail Cloth on which the Bounties reſpectively have been allowed on Exportation from thence; and alfo excegt Cambricks and Free 
and Lawns, ſo long as French Cambricks and Lawns are permitted to be imported into Ireland) likewiſe printed Linen“ | 
| Manufactures of Hemp or Flax not of Ireland; the Duties are nearly as follows; viz. 
Sail Cloth, — — the 120 Ells- — ——| Free 4. 35-7 
Drilling _ the 120 Ells — — — — — Free ST 
Heſſens Canvas — the 120 Ells — — — — — Free 3 
Spruce Canvas — thc 120 Ells — 6 —— — Free- ED, 
Other Linen, plain, under 36 Inches in Width—for ever. ioo of the Rate in the Book of Rates; or, if not rated, according] | 
to the Value, upon the Oath of the Importer... — 5 1 81 11 8 
If above 36 Inches in Width more for every Ell — | E's FI ; — 25 3 
* And if any Linens are printed, painted, ſtained, or died, a further Duty for every C. loo, according to the true Value and 55 
Price here in London, without any Abatement for Duties —is payable from all Places— ä EE ann OE. 
Other Articles—for every £.100 of the Rate or Value — — — — Free 77 — — 
tides, Raw or undreſſed; viz. | | 
Cow Hides — the Hide . — Pree — 111 
Steer, and all other Hides (except Horſe, Mare, and Gelding) for every £.100 of the Rate or Value — — Free 77 — — 
Horſes and Mares, the Horſe or Mare 3 — Free 7 10 — 
Iron, Unwrought, the Ton 3 a N 3 — 110 9 5 79 
|; lit or hammered into Rods, and Iron drawn or hammered lefs than 3ths of an Inch Square, the Cwt. —— —— 4 44 ̃%Übꝑ.. 4 
Pitch and Tar—the Laſt containing 12 Barrels — —— | — — I 1 18 6 
Pork 3 —— 3 8 — — — Free | Prohibited 
Rofin, den . 1 HER . . 
Scale Boarde, — the Ct — — — — | — 10 7 — 12 5 
Rape Seed, and all other Seed commonly uſed for the Purpoſe of extracting Oil therefrom when Rape Seed ſhall be above C. 17 10 per 
Laſſ, the Quarter — | — I 1-189 
All other Seeds as above, the Quarter — — — — — 1 1 (Accordingto 
: thereſpective 
8 S Species. 
Rape Cakes, or Cakes made of Rape Seed, commonly ufed for Manure, for every J. reo Value, according to the Oath of the Iu: porter — Free 77 — — 
Goat Skins Ra or undreſſed — Lo 3 — Frceuntiliſſſ Free 
5 June 1786, 
and from 
thence to the 
End of theſſion of Parliament. 
then next 
: | : . Seſſion of 
Wood, as rated in the Book of Rates for every £.100 of the Rate; or if not rated, for every J. 100 Value, upon the Oath of the Parliament. 
Importer — 5 — | — 22 —— 77 —— 
Yarn, Cable Yarn, the Cyrt. 3 8 Gs — — Free — 13 11 
Cotton Yarn, the Pound — — — — —— Free — — 9 
Iriſh Yarn | | 1 . ENS 5 3 — Free 
Woollen or Bay Yarn, the Cwt - 3 3 — — 1 Free 2 1 
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Free from the Britiſh Colonies. 


Britain, the ſame Duty as from Ireland. 
7 


From any Place ſubje& to the Crown of Great 
Britain, the fame Duty as from Ireland. 


2 


Note, Wood, unmanufactured, may be im- 
ported form any Part of Ameriea, 
being the Growth thereof, in Bri- 

tiſh Ships, Free. | 


Free from the Britiſh Colonies in Americas 


Free from the Br'tith Colonies in America, 


From any Place ſubject tothe Croyn of Great 
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W the Object of the preſent Printer of The 
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Puhlic, the Buſineſs of the Theatres, and 
whatever happens worth Recital, Domeſtic 
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